Portugal knifes public deficit 

See Aruba Today Business on Pages B8 & 9 



Stoll 

suspended 

-- - - 



The Los Angeles Kings know 
they will be without forward 
Jarret Stoll for one game 
for his blindside hit that 
knocked San Jose defender 
Ian White out of Game 1 
of their first-round series. 
Now they must find a way to 
replace Stoll, who was their 
best faceoff man in Game 1 
and teamed with Smyth and 
Justin Williams on Los An¬ 
geles’ most productive line in 
the opener. 

More Aruba Today Sports 
in Section B 


Gulf oil rig 

rescuers 

honored 



U.S. Coast Guard Rear Ad¬ 
miral Mary Landry salutes as 
she leaves a ceremony honor¬ 
ing members of offshore sup¬ 
ply vessel Damon B. Bankston 
and Coast Guard helicopter 
crews who helped rescue 115 
survivors of last year’s Deep¬ 
water Horizon explosion at 
Coast Guard Air Station New 
Orleans. 

Continued to Page 2 



The forces loyal to Gadhafi, who have surrounded the Libyan city and vowed to crush its anti-Gadhafi rebellion, have been firing into 
residential neighborhoods with heavy weapons, including cluster bombs that have been banned by much of the world and ground-to 
ground rockets, according to the accounts of witnesses and survivors and physical evidence on the ground. 

(The New York Times) 



By C.J. CHIVERS Gadhafi have been firing into 

© 2011 New York Times residential neighborhoods 

MISRATA, Libya - Military w ith heavy weapons, includ- 
forces loyal to Moammar i n g cluster bombs that have 


been banned by much of the 
world and ground-to-ground 
rockets, according to wit¬ 
nesses and survivors, as well 
as physical evidence. 

When fired into populated ar¬ 
eas, these so-called indiscrim¬ 
inate weapons place civilians 
at grave risk. 

The dangers were evident Fri¬ 
day at the site of an impact 
crater, where eight people had 
been killed while standing in 
a bread line. The use of such 
weapons in these ways could 
add urgency to the arguments 
by Britain and France that the 
alliance needs to step up at¬ 
tacks on the Gadhafi forces, to 
better fulfill the U.N. mandate 
to protect civilians. 

It could also apply conflicting 
pressures on the United States. 
President Barack Obama has 
spoken strongly about how 
U.S. air power helped avert a 
humanitarian crisis in Libya 
but also insisted on ceding 
control of the campaign to 


Migrant workers display a rocket that landed near them in a 
barrage from government forces near the port in Misrata, Libya. 
Airstrikes from the NATO coalition continued to strike targets 
on the ground in Libya, including most fiercely in Misrata, where 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, at a NATO meeting in Berlin, 
said the alliance was “especially concerned about the atrocities 
unfolding.” 

(The New York Times) 


NATO earlier this month. 

The United States, itself, has 
used cluster munitions, in bat¬ 
tlefield situations in Afghani¬ 
stan and Iraq, and in a strike 


Continued to Page 2 
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Gilf oil ria rescuers hu.red 

BELLE CHASSE, La. (AP) 

- Nearly one year after 
an explosion aboard the 
Deepwater Horizon drilling 
rig killed 11 workers and led 
to the nation’s worst offshore 
oil spill, the Coast Guard 
honored a supply vessel’s 
crew who helped rescue 115 
survivors. During a ceremony 
Friday at an air station in 
Belle Chasse, Coast Guard 
Vice Admiral Sally Brice- 
O’Hara presented awards to 
nine crew members of the 
Damon B. Bankston and 
about two dozen helicopter 
pilots, rescue swimmers 
and other Coast Guard personnel who responded the April 20 
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, about 50 miles off the Louisiana 
coast. The awards include the Coast Guard’s certificate of valor 
and distinguished public service award. “We pay tribute to their 
readiness, to their quick thinking, to their expert ship handling,” 
Brice-O’Hara said of the supply vessel’s crew. “Today we honor 
you for your willingness to act. We recognize you for a job 
well done.” Alwin Landry, who commanded the Bankston on 
the night of the explosion, thanked the Coast Guard crews that 
flew in and tended to injured workers. Landry, who received 
the Coast Guard’s certificate of valor, recalled the relief he felt 
when he spotted the first flashing light in the sky, signaling help 
had arrived. □ 



U.S. Coast Guard Rear Ad¬ 
miral Mary Landry salutes as 
she leaves a ceremony honor¬ 
ing members of offshore sup¬ 
ply vessel Damon B. Bankston 
and Coast Guard helicopter 
crews who helped rescue 115 
survivors of last year’s Deep¬ 
water Horizon explosion at 
Coast Guard Air Station New 
Orleans. 



A doctor operates on a 6-year-old girl, who was reportedly shot in 
the chest by pro-Gadhafi forces, at a hospital in Misrata, Libya, 
on April 14, 2011. Airstrikes from the NATO coalition continued 
to strike targets on the ground in Libya on Thursday, including 
most fiercely in Misrata, where Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
at a NATO meeting in Berlin, said the alliance was “especially 
concerned about the atrocities unfolding.” □ 


Continued from Front 

on suspected militants in Ye¬ 
men in 2009. 

The cluster munitions were 
visible late Thursday night, in 
the form of what appeared to 
be at least three 120-millime- 
ter mortar rounds that burst in 
the air over the city, scatter¬ 
ing high-explosive bomblets 
below. The same munitions 
were fired Friday, amid a 
fierce barrage of fire from the 
Gadhafi forces. 

Remnants of expended shells, 
examined and photographed 
by The New York Times, 
show the rounds to be MAT- 
120 cargo mortar projectiles, 
each of which carries and dis¬ 
tributes 21 submunitions de¬ 
signed both to kill people and 
to penetrate light armor. 
Components, according to 
their markings, were manu¬ 
factured in Spain in 2007 - 
one year before Spain signed 
the international Convention 
on Cluster Munitions and 
pledged to destroy its stocks. 
Libya, like the United States, 
is not a signatory to the con¬ 
vention. The Spanish Defense 


Ministry had no immediate 
comment. 

The cluster munitions are not 
the only indiscriminate heavy 
weapon system to imperil the 
city’s neighborhoods. The 
Qasr Ahmed residential dis¬ 
trict was struck Thursday by 
multiple rockets, known as 
Grads. 


The Grad is an area weapons 
system designed in the Soviet 
Union to blanket a battlefield 
with multiple and virtually si¬ 
multaneous rocket blasts. The 
rockets were readily identi¬ 
fied and some fragments bore 
markings indicating they had 
been manufactured during the 
ColdWar.Q 
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In Arkansas 

Tornadoes, storms kill at least 9 



Storm systems are seen over the U.S. in an infrared satellite 
image taken. 


Nearly a year later 

Gulf still grapples with BP oil spill 



An exhausted oil-covered brown pelican tries to climb over an oil 
containment boom along Queen Bess Island Pelican Rookery, 3 
miles northeast of Grand Isle, Louisiana. 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark - Vio¬ 
lent storms ripped across the 
south overnight and Friday, 
killing at least nine people 
including three children, and 
cutting a path of destruction 
through Arkansas’ largest city 
of Little Rock, authorities said 
on Friday. 

Seven people were killed in 
Arkansas early Friday morn¬ 
ing while two were killed in 
Oklahoma. More fatalities 
occurred in the area of Clin¬ 
ton, Mississippi, according to 
Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman Carrie Adams, 
but she could not provide a 
number and referred questions 
to local police, who could not 
immediately be reached for 
comment. 

“It was like a bomb went off,” 


said one Clinton man, who 
did not wish to be identified. 
His home was destroyed when 
a tornado passed through the 
area north of Jackson. 

Two tornadoes also were re¬ 
ported in Choctaw County in 
southwestern Alabama, ac¬ 
cording to Art Faulkner, di¬ 
rector of the Alabama Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency. 
Forecasters are predicting 
more storms, according to 
the National Weather Service, 
Faulkner said.Faulkner not¬ 
ed the state has several large 
events this weekend, includ¬ 
ing sports events at the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama and Au¬ 
burn University, and a major 
NASCAR race at Talladega 
expecting more than 100,000 
fans.Q 


By Anna Driver 
Associated Press 
MISSISSIPPI - When a BP 
oil rig exploded and sank in 
the Gulf of Mexico last April, 
killing 11 workers, authorities 
first reported that no crude 
was leaking into the ocean. 
They were wrong. 

The disaster that captivated 
the world’s attention for 153 
days struck at 9:53 p.m. CDT 
on April 20, when a surge of 
methane gas known to rig 
hands as a “kick” sparked an 
explosion aboard the Deep¬ 
water Horizon rig as it was 
drilling the mile-deep Macon- 
do 252 well off Louisiana’s 
coast. Two days later, the rig 
sank. 

One year on, oil from the 
largest spill in U.S. history 
clogs wetlands, pollutes the 
ocean and endangers wild¬ 
life, not to mention the toll 
it has inflicted on the coastal 
economies of Florida, Missis¬ 
sippi, Alabama and especially 
Louisiana. 

It was the biggest ever acci¬ 
dental release of oil into an 
ocean. 

Even so, environmental dam¬ 
age from the ruptured well 
that spewed more than 4 mil¬ 
lion barrels of oil into the Gulf 
in three months seems far less 


dire than the worst predic¬ 
tions, according to some Gulf 
residents and experts. 

“It’s a horrible mess but it’s 
not the end of the world,” 
said Edward Overton, profes¬ 
sor emeritus of environmental 
sciences at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge. 
“Some people thought it 
would be the end of the Gulf 
for decades and that’s not 
even near the case,” Overton 
said. “None of those predic¬ 
tions were right.” 

Such considerations are cold 
comfort to Gulf residents who 
saw their livelihoods deci¬ 
mated by the spill. More than 
500,000 have claimed com¬ 
pensation from a $20 billion 
fund set up by BP at the in¬ 


sistence of President Barack 
Obama and administered by 
Kenneth Feinberg. 

The mitigated view will also 
do little to stem the tide of 
litigation that will take years 
to make its way through fed¬ 
eral court in New Orleans and 
beyond as plaintiffs seek to 
extract damages from Lon- 
don-based BP, which owned 
the Macondo well, and Swiss- 
based Transocean, which 
owned the rig. 

“Fishermen are still worried 
that there’s oil on the bottom 
of the Gulf. But we’ve got no 
control over that,” said Errol 
Voisin, manager of the Lafltte 
Frozen Foods plant in Loui¬ 
siana, who spoke ahead of a 
new shrimping season.Q 
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1812 minim law threatens Grand Canyon 



South Rim from the Bright Angel trail in the Grand Canyon. 


By Deborah Zabarenko 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON AU.S. law 
from the pick-and-shovel days 
of the Western frontier now 
threatens natural treasures 
including Grand Canyon Na¬ 
tional Park as mining claims 
on public lands proliferate, an 
environmental group said on 
Friday. 

The 1872 Mining Law, signed 
by President Ulysses S. Grant, 
allows mining companies in¬ 
cluding foreign-owned ones 
to take about $1 billion a year 
in gold and other metals from 
public lands without paying a 
royalty, according to a report 
by the nonprofit Pew Environ¬ 
ment Group. 

“The law was enacted to en¬ 


courage the development of 
the West and rewarded those 
people who trekked across 
the frontier and gave them 
the right to mine gold, silver, 
whatever other valuable met¬ 
als they could find on public 
land in unlimited amounts for 
free,” said Pew’s Jane Dan- 
owitz. While the law has re¬ 
mained largely unchanged, the 
mining industry has expanded 
so that now multinational cor¬ 
porations still enjoy “basically 
free access to a majority of 
public lands,” Danowitz said 
in a telephone interview. 

She said the government esti¬ 
mates these companies legally 
take at least $1 billion a year 
worth of gold, uranium and 
other metals from public lands 
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without compensating U.S. 
taxpayers. 

This contrasts with the oil, 
gas and coal industries, which 
have paid royalties to the U.S. 
Treasury for decades. 

Federal data show that more 
than 8,000 mining claims have 
been staked in national forest 
and other public land around 
the Grand Canyon since 2004, 
an increase of 2,000 percent, 
while more than two-thirds 
of the claims on public lands 
near Yosemite National Park 
and 99 percent of claims sur¬ 
rounding Arches and Can- 
yonlands in Utah have been 
staked since 2005. 

The report found mining 
claims have also been staked 
around Joshua Tree National 
Park in California, Mount 
Rushmore National Memo¬ 
rial in South Dakota, Mount 
St. Helens National Volcanic 
Monument in Washington 
state, Siskiyou Wild Rivers 
in Oregon, Gila Wilderness 
in New Mexico and Dinosaur 
National Monument in Colo¬ 
rado and Utah. 

Congressional efforts to over¬ 
haul the 1872 Mining Law 
stalled in 2009, prompting In¬ 
terior Secretary Ken Salazar 
to start a process to protect 
approximately 1 million acres 
around the Grand Canyon that 
were threatened by uranium 
mining operations. 

The Obama administration 
called for comment on four 
versions of this protection 
plan, and a decision is expect¬ 
ed this summer. □ 




A view of the New York New York casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Oops! 3 billion stamp error 

By Jonathan Allen 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - After printing 3 billion copies of a new postage 
stamp bearing an image of the Statue of Liberty, the United 
States Postal Service received a strange question from a stamp 
collector. 

Did postal officials realize the photograph was not of the famed 
statue in New York Harbor, but of a less-feted fiberglass and 
Styrofoam replica outside a Las Vegas casino? 

They did not. 

“We certainly regret having made the error,” Roy Betts, a USPS 
spokesman, said on Friday. 

The first-class postage stamp, which shows a low-angled close- 
up of Lady Liberty’s face and crown, was issued in December, 
according to an announcement about the “world-recognized” 
symbol of the United States. 

The statement described the statue as a gift from the people of 
France, designed by sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi, which 
stands 305 feet tall on Liberty Island off the tip of Manhattan, 
“a symbol of political freedom and democracy for millions of 
people around the world.” 

None of which is quite true of the half-sized replica outside the 
New York-New York Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas. 

The USPS became aware of what it is calling a 
“mischaracterization” about a month ago, Betts said. News of 
the mix-up was first reported in the latest issue of Linns Stamp 
News, a magazine for stamp enthusiasts. 

The differences are subtle: the eyebrows and eyes of the replica 
are a little more sharply defined and she has a small rectangular 
patch on the central spike of her crown that the original lacks. 

The younger Las Vegas model 
also looks more fresh-faced, 
whereas the 124-year-old New 
Yorker is showing her age with 
darker-colored streaks on her 
nose and cheeks. 

Betts partly blamed Getty 
Images, the stock photography 
company that supplied the 
image, for ambiguously 
labeling the image in its 
database. 

While the image is simply 
titled “Statue of Liberty,” 
the keywords attached to 
it include “Nevada” and 
“Replica Statue of Liberty Las 
Vegas,” although Betts say this 
information was added only 
after the USPS raised the point 
with Getty. 

Getty Images did not return a 
call seeking comment. □ 
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New York court system to lay-off up to 500 employees 



New York Governor Andrew Cuomo presents his 2011-12 budget 
proposals in Albany, New York. 


By Dan Wiessner 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - The New York 
State court system will lay-off 
as many as 500 workers in the 
coming weeks, according to a 
union memo released on Fri¬ 
day, as the state works to close 
a $10 billion budget gap. 

New York state lawmakers re¬ 
cently passed a spending plan 
for fiscal year 2012 that in¬ 
cludes across-the-board cuts 
to state agencies. 

New York is not alone. Many 
cash-strapped states across 
the United States have been 
firing workers, delaying big 
building projects and raising 
taxes after the 2008 recession 
and financial crisis left state 
coffers severely depleted. 


David Bookstaver, a spokes¬ 
man for the court system, con¬ 
firmed that layoffs are in the 
works but said it’s too early to 
tell how many jobs or which 
ones will be lost. 

“In the next two or three 
weeks we’ll have a firm un¬ 
derstanding of numbers,” 
Bookstaver said. 

New York is not alone in 
slashing expenses in its court 
system. Connecticut’s top 
judge on Friday testified at 
a budget hearing that a pro¬ 
posed 10 percent cut to that 
state’s court system could re¬ 
sult in layoffs and courthouse 
closings. 

Cuomo, a Democrat, has 
threatened 9,800 layoffs if 


■'EARLY bI'RDSPECTaLS' 
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public employee unions do 
not concede $450 million in 
savings from wages and ben¬ 
efits. 

The New York state memo, 
prepared by the Civil Service 
Employees Association, says 
that no decisions have been 
made regarding what posi¬ 
tions would be eliminated. 

The court system currently 
has 15,350 employees, not in¬ 


cluding judges. 

The cuts follow tense budget 
talks. After Governor Andrew 
Cuomo publicly criticized the 
court administration for pro¬ 
posing to hold spending flat, 
the court system agreed to a 
$100 million cut, but lost an 
additional $70 million in the 
final week of budget talks. 

A Cuomo spokesman was not 
immediately available to com¬ 


ment on the CSEA memo, 
which says that some layoff 
notices could be sent out as 
early as next week, and would 
be effective May 4. 

The freshman governor this 
week announced an accord 
with a relatively small law 
enforcement union, includ¬ 
ing a three-year wage freeze 
and increased health care 
contributions. □ 
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World’s oldest man 114, 
dies in Montana 



114 year old Walter Breuning sits for an interview with a reporter 
for the Associated Press in the lobby of his senior residence in 
Great Falls Officials at a Montana retirement home say the 
world’s oldest man has died. 


Boomer moms keep 
supporting grown kidsP 



Baby Boomer parents 


By MATT VOLZ 
Associated Press 
GREAT FALLS, Mont. - Wal¬ 
ter Breuning’s earliest memo¬ 
ries stretched back 111 years, 
before home entertainment 
came with a twist of the radio 
dial. They were of his grand¬ 
father’s tales of killing South- 


By James B. Kelleher 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO - The parents of 
the Michigan toddler acciden¬ 
tally served alcohol at an Ap- 
plebee’s restaurant last week 
have filed suit against the 
chain’s parent company, say¬ 
ing its employees have made 
similar mistakes with other 
children. 

Taylor Dill-Reese and Domi¬ 


emers in the Civil War. 
Breuning was 3 and horrified: 
“I thought that was a hell of 
a thing to say.” But the sto¬ 
ries stuck, becoming the first 
building blocks into what 
would develop into a decep¬ 
tively simple philosophy that 
Breuning, the world’s oldest 


nic Wilson, the parents of 
15-month-old Dominic Lacey 
Wilson, filed the lawsuit late 
Tuesday in Oakland County, 
where the restaurant is lo¬ 
cated. The suit claims the two 
suffered emotional distress 
as a result of the incident and 
seeks unspecified monetary 
damages from the company 
for medical bills and non-eco- 
nomic losses. 


man at 114 before he died 
Thursday, credited to his lon¬ 
gevity. Here’s the world’s old¬ 
est man’s secret to a long life: 
Embrace change, even when 
the change slaps you in 
the face. (“Every change is 
good.”) Eat two meals a day 
(“That’s all you need.”) 

Work as long as you can 
(“That money’s going to 
come in handy.”) Help others 
(“The more you do for others, 
the better shape you’re in.”) 
Then there’s the hardest part. 
It’s a lesson Breuning said he 
learned from his grandfather: 
Accept death.“We’re going to 
die. Some people are scared 
of dying. Never be afraid to 
die. Because you’re bom to 
die,” he said. Breuning died of 
natural causes in a Great Falls 
hospital where he had been a 
patient for much of April with 
an undisclosed illness, said 
Stacia Kirby. □ 


Last Friday, the family vis¬ 
ited an Applebee’s in Madi¬ 
son Heights, Michigan, where 
among other things they or¬ 
dered a child’s meal for Domi¬ 
nic Jr. that was supposed to 
come with apple juice. 

What the little boy apparently 
got instead was a margarita 
mix with alcohol in it and as 
he drank it he began exhibit¬ 
ing what the complaint char- 


By Barbara Liston 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla - More than 
half of Baby Boom-gener¬ 
ation mothers support adult 
children financially and 60 
percent are the go-to person 
when their grown kids en¬ 
counter problems, according 
to a survey issued on Thurs¬ 
day. 


acterizes as “grossly inappro¬ 
priate” behavior. 

When the child was taken 
to a nearby hospital, he was 
found to have a blood alcohol 
content of 0.10 above Michi¬ 
gan’s dmnk-driving limit of 
0.08. He also suffered “head¬ 
aches, nausea” and other clas¬ 
sic hangover symptoms “for a 
period of days after the inci¬ 
dent,” according to the suit.Q 


That trend contrasted with 
the 86 percent of those 46- to 
65-year-old women surveyed 
who said they were fully in¬ 
dependent of their own par¬ 
ents by age 25. 

“We wanted to get the hell 
out as soon as possible,” said 
Liz Kitchens, a partner in 
The Kitchens Group, a public 
opinion research firm in Or¬ 
lando, Florida, that conducted 
the survey. 

The company conducted the 
national online survey of 441 
women between Febmary 14 
and March 14. 

Eighty percent of the women 
said it was “very accurate” to 
describe themselves as reli¬ 
able and dependable, a much 
stronger response than other 
self-described characteristics 
including “spontaneous and 
flexible,” or “playful and fun” 
received. □ 


Parents of tipsy toddler sue over drink mixup 
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Now is a great time to invest! 


Tuscany Residence Aruba breaks ground 

be keyless relying on a secure, 
smart, entry system. And all 
materials used in building 
construction and interior decor 
will adhere to strict European 
standards, and to consistent 
quality controls. 

The sales office is conveniently 
located up stairs above Busters 
in the South Beach Centre 
across from the Me Donald’s. 
They will even pick you up and 
give you a tour.Q 



PALM BEACH - While 
the world is recovering from 
the recent economic decline, 
Aruba’s real estate market 
continues to offer great 
investment opportunities to 
those prepared to take the 
plunge, and go ahead and live 
their dreams. 

One of the newest, most 
exciting projects is Tuscany 
Residence Aruba, which 
recently captured headlines as 
it announced construction of a 
low-density gated community 
just across the island’s much- 
anticipated Ritz Carlton, now 
under construction. 

The sizeable property destined 
to become Tuscany Residence 
Aruba was just recently razed 
and is presently being nicely 
fenced in preparation for a 
model-home construction, 
scheduled to start in November, 
to conclude in the summer 
of 2011. Tuscany Residence 
Aruba is the initiative of a 
Dutch group of investors, 
Esprit Project Development, 


in collaboration with the local 
Toscana Development NV. 

The partnership produced an 
impressive design for a master- 
planned community with free¬ 
standing homes, stylish condos 
and tasteful townhouses sharing 
upscale, fully landscaped 
community pools and tropical 
gardens, a fitness center, a 
chic club-house, a gourmet 
restaurant, bar and ample 
parking, in a secure, exclusive, 
family friendly enclave. 

They are especially proud of 
the new technology which will 
be introduced here for the first 
time at Tuscany Residence 
Aruba. All homes, he explains, 
will be equipped with superb, 
digitally controlled, energy 
efficient air-conditioning units. 
Tuscany Residence Aruba will 
keep its energy consumption 
down by virtue of the double 
glazing on its glass windows 
and doors, and further keep 
the temperatures low via 
misting systems, installed on 
all terraces. The complex will 
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Shop from Monday thru Saturday till 8 pm at the 
Renaissance Mall... Home of International Brands 


HOP INTO A CAB TO CITY CENTER AND 
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FOR TWO BACK 

TO ARUBA 

For more information ask your taxi driver 

including airfare, hotel plus a$500 
Renaissance Gift Certificate 
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Shopping, dining & entertainment 

We have it all! 
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Opportunities at Marriott to grow as professionals 


Paul Gremel speaks to University oi Aruba students 



Paul Gremel introducing the students to the Marriott Finance di¬ 
vision. 


PALM BEACH - On Thurs¬ 
day April 14, 2011, the Uni¬ 
versity of Aruba (UA) invited 
Mr. Paul Gremel, Market Di¬ 
rector of Finance for Marriott 
Vacation Club International 
(MVCI) to present the oppor¬ 
tunities in Finance at Marriott 


to young professionals of the 
Accounting and Sales disci¬ 
pline. Human Resource Coor¬ 
dinator of the Aruba Marriott 
Ms. Pearl Eisden provided the 
students information about the 
international lodging com¬ 
pany and presented the Mar¬ 




The menu •features authentic Spanish tapas 
and entrees such OS delicious Seafood PaelU) 
USbA %eef Tenderloin & Aeio Zealand 
Lami Chops from the charcoal ylH. 


Open from 6.00pm - 10.30pm. Closed on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
Reservation recommended 
For reservation call 520-1100 ext. 6154 


Visit us at our 
NEW location on 
La Cabana's Boardwalk 


LACABANA 
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3: 
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Paul Gremel and Pearl Eisden of Marriott visiting the University of Aruba. 


riott’s benefits offered to its 
associates. 

With over 1,071 permanent 
associates, the Aruba Mar¬ 
riott encourages continuous 
growth, providing on the job 
training and development 
plans as well as fun filled team 
activities throughout the year. 
The Aruba Marriott has sev¬ 
eral open positions in differ¬ 
ent departments such as the 
Accounting, Front Office, At 


Your Service, Loss Preven¬ 
tion, Housekeeping and Food 
and Beverage in the three 
Marriott properties. Besides 
permanent full-time and/or 
part-time job opportunities, 
the Marriott offers a few in¬ 
ternships for minimal 5 to 6 
months at Human Resources 
and Sales. 

Aruba Marriott Resort & Stel- 
laris Casino boasts 411 guest¬ 
rooms — the most spacious on 


the island — each with large, 
private balconies overlook¬ 
ing lush landscape and the 
sparkling waters of the Ca¬ 
ribbean Sea. On property, 
seven restaurants and cafes 
provide fare from light to el¬ 
egant, while the largest casino 
in Aruba, a 6,500 square-foot 
spa, free-form swimming pool 
with cascading waterfalls and 
high-energy health club offer 
entertaining diversions.Q 


ladies’ Night at Aqua Grill 



Hi 


mmm 


PALM BEACH - Although 
not officially a Ladies’ Night, 
recently we captured several 
groups of ladies out for a night 
on the island of Aruba at the 
island’s premier seafood res¬ 
taurant, Aqua Grill. 

The Palm Beach dining hot 
spot offers critically-ac¬ 
claimed seafood dishes, and 
these ladies, who chose the 
island of Aruba for a fun girls- 
only getaway, decided that 


Aqua Grill was a must during 
their stay here. 

“I couldn’t think of a better 
way to spend one of our eve¬ 
nings on this island than to be 
here in Aqua Grill’s lounge 
sipping martinis in anticipa¬ 
tion of some of that live Maine 
lobster!,” commented one of 
the ladies from a group visit¬ 
ing here from Ohio. A group 
of gals from Boston comes 
to Aruba every year for a re¬ 


prieve from husbands, kids, 
and grandkids, and always 
makes sure one of those eve¬ 
nings is spent at Aqua Grill. 
Another group comes to Aqua 
Grill several times during their 
vacation just to have cocktails 
and fresh oysters in the restau¬ 
rant’s chic lounge. 

Aqua Grill is open nightly, 
and is located in the heart of 
Palm Beach next to Amazonia 
Churrascaria.Q 
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The public is invited to watch 

Synchronized Swimming Selection to be held next Saturday 



SAVANETA- On Saturday the 
16 th of April at 11:00am at the 
pool in Savaneta, the Synchro¬ 
nized Swimming Selection 
Athletes of 16 - 18 years of 


age will be officially present¬ 
ing the routines they are going 
to be competing with abroad 
on the 21 st of April in Cal¬ 
gary Canada for the Canadian 


Open and later in the year for 
the Brazil Open on the 31 st of 
May. The younger selection 
team will also be presenting 
their routines for their com¬ 


petitions in June in Toronto 
Canada and in June in Puerto 
Rico. Everyone is invited to 
join and support these athletes 
at the pool. Admission is free. 


We want to thank everyone for 
the support they gave the Syn¬ 
chronized Swimmers and look 
forward to seeing them on Sat¬ 
urday at 11:00am. □ 


Fishes & More showcases the best seafood entrees 



Fishes & More specialize in the world are found back only with fresh and honest will yours! 
freshest fish and seafood on on the menu and they are products! Enjoy live entertainment square are open until eleven, 

the island, and at the same already well known for the Ideally located in front every night at 8PM, and See what its like to experience 

time please the non-fish daily changing specials. If of the Occidental Resort even after dinner the perfect rea * fresh dining joy with a 

lovers as well. All the dishes you have a large party, or if (Former Allegro), they are night out continues, as you twist! 

are prepared a la minute by an there is anything you feel visited both by individuals can shop till you drop since 

internationally experienced like in particular, Fishes & and families alike, as they the shops on our friendly ° pen from 4 pm untl1 midni 8 ht 

kitchen team, which gives the More can always arrange have a super kids menu, 

twist to the fabulous dishes, to have your dinner cooked so they can enjoy their 

Influences from all over just for you, as they work dinner as much as you 


For reservations call 
+(297) 586-3659 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



ORANJESTAD- The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AND ONIY HOMEMADE ARUBAN CIGAR 


5DLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: (B97) 593-6177 • bap59@live.cam 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 



he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 



cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 


from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba 
is only available in above 
mentioned stores. Visit 
our authentic tobacco 



farm where cigars are 
handmade. For tour to 
the tabaco factory call: 
586-0347 



BUY & RECEIVE ONE ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 
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In Jordan 


While NATO meets 


Dozens wounded as 
protested clash 

By JAMAL HALABY 
Associated Press 
ZARQA, Jordan - Hundreds 
of protesting Islamic hard¬ 
liners clashed with supporters 
of Jordan’s king on Friday, 
wounding dozens, in the latest 
move by the extremist move¬ 
ment to assert itself amid the 
country’s wave of anti-gov¬ 
ernment demonstrations. 

A crowd of about 350 extrem¬ 
ist Salafi Muslims faced off 
with a slightly smaller group 
of king loyalists in the town 
of Zarqa. Salafis beat the gov¬ 
ernment supporters with clubs 
and fists, and the two sides 
hurled stones at each other, 
leaving people bloodied on 
the ground. 

The Salafi movement an ul¬ 
traconservative version of Is¬ 
lam with an ideology similar 
to al-Qaida’s is banned in 
Jordan, but it has grown in 
strength in recent years and 
Salafis have held a series of 
rallies in various parts of the 
country in recent weeks. 

Their demonstrations are 
separate from the 14-week- 
old wave of anti-government 
protests by lefitsts and more 
moderate Islamists demand¬ 
ing democratic reforms in the 
Arab U.S. ally. 

More than 2,000 Jordanians 
took to the streets throughout 
the country Friday to press 
their demands for a greater 
political voice. About half of 
them demonstrated outside 
Amman’s municipal building 
after Muslim prayers. 

They held a huge Jordanian 
flag and chanted, “We sac¬ 
rifice our blood and soul for 
Jordan. Reform the system 
now.” 

Police separated them from 
a small group of government 
loyalists who shouted threats: 

“Those who fight us, beware! 

Our rocks will smash your 
heads.” 

Unlike protests elsewhere in 
the region, Jordanians do not 
want their ruler, King Abdul¬ 
lah II, to step down. Activ¬ 
ists are asking for some of his 
powers to be curbed. 

The violence in Zarqa began 
when a crowd of Salafis ral- 


Gadhafi forces shell city yesterday 





A Salafi protester holds a 
sword during a demonstration 
for extremist Salafi Muslims in 
the town of Zarqa, east of Am¬ 
man, Jordan. 

lied in front of the town’s 
Omar ibn Khattab Mosque, 
listening to speeches by 
Salafi leaders denouncing 
Jordan’s ties to the United 
States and calling for rule by 
Islamic Shariah law in Jor¬ 
dan. A crowd of government 
supporters gathered nearby to 
watch. 

One of the government loyal¬ 
ists waved a framed portrait 
of Abdullah in the air and 
marched toward the Salafi 
crowd. 

The Salafis started to push 
him back, then beat him and 
he fell to the ground, his face 
bloodied. □ 


Aisha Gadhafi, daughter of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, 
waves as she addresses Libyan people gathering at the Bab A1 
Azizia compound in Tripoli, Libya. 


By KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya - Troops 
loyal to Moammar Gadhafi un¬ 
leashed heavy shelling Friday 
on Misrata, pushing troops and 
tanks into the rebel-held west¬ 
ern city, a witness said, while 
NATO officials struggled to 
overcome differences over its 
mission to dislodge the defiant 
Libyan leader. 

Elsewhere in Libya, NATO 
warplanes struck Gadhafi’s 
hometown of Sirte in the east, 

Libyan TV said. In the capital 
of Tripoli, there were reports 
of heightened security mea¬ 
sures in an apparent attempt 
to prevent anti-government protests. President 
Barack Obama said in an interview with The 
Associated Press that a military stalemate ex¬ 
ists in Libya, but the U.S. and NATO have 
averted a “wholesale slaughter” and that Gad¬ 
hafi is coming under increasing pressure to 
leave. 

A helicopter circled over Misrata for several 
hours, apparently spotting targets for artillery 
in Libya’s third-largest city, in defiance of 
the NATO-enforced no-fly zone. Pro-GadhafI 
forces bombarded the city with fire from tanks, 
artillery and rockets, residents said. 

Eight bodies of civilians were taken to a hos¬ 
pital, said the resident, who spoke on condition 
he be identified only by his given name, Ab- 
del-Salam, for fear of retaliation. Abdel-Salam 
said he believes there are additional casualties 
among the fighters. 

Rebels in Misrata have complained that NATO 
is not doing enough to help them keep. 

“Where is NATO? This is what people are say¬ 
ing,” Abdel-Salam said. “Their top mission is 
to protect civilians, and Misrata is the No. 1 
city in Libya that needs protection for the civil¬ 


ians. 

Another Misrata resident said Gadhafi loyalists 
have been firing randomly in the city, forcing 
people to leave their homes. Once a building 
is empty, it is being taken over by government 
troops, said the resident, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity for fear of retribution. 

He said rebel-held neighborhoods are becom¬ 
ing increasingly crowded. “Now you can find 
houses with more than 10 families in one 
house,” he said. 

Gadhafi’s troops have been targeting groups of 
civilians, including people standing in line out¬ 
side a bakery, he said. 

Gadhafi’s troops have continued to attack reb¬ 
el positions as part of a deadlocked civil war 
sparked two months ago by anti-government 
protests. The international community stepped 
into the conflict a month ago, with NATO un¬ 
leashing airstrikes on Gadhafi-linlced military 
targets. Libyan TV said airstrikes targeted 
Sirte, although it did not provide details. Ex¬ 
plosions were also heard from what appeared 
to be NATO strikes against Gadhafi’s forces 
near the coastal town of Brega. Q 


Mamdouh Habib, an Australian formerly detained in Guantana¬ 
mo Bay, pictured in 2007, said Friday he is suing Egypt’s former 
vice president and a son of ex-leader Hosni Mubarak over his al¬ 
leged torture while in Egyptian custody. 


Ex-Gitmo Australian sues Egypt 


SYDNEY - An Australian formerly detained in Guantanamo 
Bay said Friday he is suing Egypt’s former vice president and a 
son of ex-leader Hosni Mubarak over his alleged torture while 
in Egyptian custody. 

Mamdouh Habib said he would take legal action in Egypt 
against ex-vice president Omar Suleiman and Mubarak’s son 
Gamal over his treatment after he was taken there under the 
CIA’s controversial “extraordinary rendition” program. 
Egyptian-born Habib has claimed he was tortured, beaten and 
shackled to the floor after his rendition to Egypt following his 
arrest in Pakistan in late 2001 in the wake of the September 11 
attacks on the United States. 

He said he would seek compensation over the abuse, in which 
he said both Gamal and Suleiman who was the country’s intel¬ 
ligence chief for over 15 years before a brief stint as vice presi¬ 
dent were involved. 

“Omar Suleiman, the first time I saw his face, I was blindfolded 
and he gave me the biggest smack in my face. The folders came 
off of my face and I seen his face,” he told AP.Q 
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Budget vote: 

Has John Boehner lost control of his caucusP 



The power to declare war 



US President Obama. 


NEW YORK - In a “stunning 
blow to his leadership,” the 
House speaker watches 59 Re¬ 
publicans defect in Thursday’s 
big budget vote 
With a 260-167 vote on Thurs¬ 
day afternoon, the House ap¬ 
proved the shutdown-averting 
budget compromise negotiat¬ 
ed last week by Speaker John 
Boehner (R-Ohio), the White 
House, and Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.). 
But 59 House Republicans 
voted no, meaning Boehner 
needed dozens of Democrats 
to vote yes “a stunning blow 
to his leadership,” consider¬ 
ing his earlier pledge to pass 
the deal without needing any 
Democrats, says Brian Beu- 
tler at Talking Points Memo. 
Did Boehner win the vote, but 
lose his caucus? Yes, Boehner 
has a real leadership problem: 
This budget deal is going to 
“really hurt Boehner’s cred¬ 
ibility and his relationship to 
the Tea Party,” says David 
Dayen at Firedoglake. House 
Republicans were going to 
reluctantly swallow the pack¬ 
age when it was $38.5 billion 


NEW YORK - California 
may become the first state to 
mandate that high-school his¬ 
tory textbooks include lessons 
on LGBT pioneers 
A bill that passed Califor¬ 
nia’s state Senate on Thurs¬ 
day mandates that high-school 
history textbooks mention gay 
and lesbian pioneers, just as 
other state laws have required 
that key native American and 
African-American figures be 
included in texts. 

If Democratic Gov. Jerry 
Brown signs the bill into law 
he has not yet taken a position 
California will become the 
first state to take this step. And 
since the textbooks produced 
for California’s huge market 
are sold across the nation, 
smaller states would likely 
follow California’s lead, will¬ 
ingly or not. 

Does LGBT history belong in 
public schools? 

Yes, it’s about time: “Most 
textbooks don’t include any 
information about LGBT his- 


in cuts. But thanks to the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office’s 
latest tally, we now know the 
real savings are a fraction of 
that. “Given this feeling of 
betrayal” among his caucus, I 
don’t see how he’ll lead them 
to accept other deals. 

“House passes 2011 funding 
bill, needs Dem votes to do it” 
No, Boehner is even stronger 
now: “The easy Washington 
spin on this is something like 
'Boehner can’t even control 
his caucus! ’” says David Wei¬ 
gel at Slate. But that’s a “pret¬ 
ty uninteresting” take, since 
he was always going to lose 
some number of hardcore Tea 
Party “rebels.” In fact, if you 
“think about the bigger pic¬ 
ture,” roping in 81 Democrats 
lets Boehner crow about “bi¬ 
partisan buy-in.” And that’s 
“why he’s winning” in Wash¬ 
ington. “Boehner predicts 
'bipartisan support” for CR, 
which is why he’s winning” 
The Tea Party is the big loser: 
Next time Boehner says “he 
can’t do a deal without the 
support of 218 Republicans,” 
we now know he’s “bluffing,” 


torical figures or the LGBT 
civil rights movement, which 
has great significance to both 
California and U.S. history,” 
said Democratic state Sen. 
Mark Leno, who sponsored 
the bill, in a press release. 
“We can’t tell our youth that 
it’s OK to be yourself and ex¬ 
pect them to treat their peers 
with dignity and respect” if 
we squelch this history. 
“California Senate passes 
landmark LGBT education 
bill” 

Actually, the timing couldn’t 
be worse: “This is all absurd,” 
says a group of conservative 
organizations who oppose the 
bill, in a letter quoted by the 
Los Angeles Times. 

California’s public schools 
are in the midst of their worst 
financial crisis ever, and it 
makes little sense to make 
schools pay for revised text¬ 
books when education budgets 
can’t even meet basic needs. 
“Textbook standards: Califor¬ 
nia lawmakers fight over bill 



House Speaker John Boehner 
of Ohio pauses during a news 
conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 

says Jed Lewison at Daily 
Kos. But the most puzzling 
thing is that Tea Party Repub¬ 
licans so gleefully “sidelined 
themselves into irrelevancy.” 
After all, now that Boeh¬ 
ner has shown he can push 
through bills without them, 
“what possible relevance do 
they have” to the next round 
of negotiations? 

“Boehner turns to Democrats 
to pass funding bill to avert 
shutdown’Q 



Gov. Jerry Brown 


to teach students about gay 
people’s contributions” 

This bill’s critics are bigots: 
Beyond the financial con¬ 
cerns, says Mike Vilensky at 
New York, some opponents of 
the bill think homosexuality 
should be off-limits altogether, 
since it might offend certain 
students’ sensibilities. All the 
more reason why California 
should make this bill a reality 
“so we don’t raise a genera¬ 
tion of ignorant jerks.”□ 


NEW YORK - President 
Obama ordered the U.S. 
military to attack Libya 
without congressional ap¬ 
proval. Was this legal? 

Who has the power to de¬ 
clare war? 

Congress does, according to 
the U.S. Constitution. Ar¬ 
ticle 1, Section 8 unambigu¬ 
ously states that “Congress 
shall have power to...declare 
War.” The president is des¬ 
ignated commander in chief, 
with the authority to direct 
the military. James Madison 
declared the War Powers 
Clause to be the most im¬ 
portant in the Constitution 
because history had shown 
that “the executive is the 
branch of power most inter¬ 
ested in war,” and therefore 
must be tempered by a de¬ 
liberative Congress. 

How many times has Con¬ 
gress declared war? 

Just five: Against England 
in 1812, Mexico in 1846, 
Spain in 1898, Germany and 
Austria-Hungary in 1917, 
and Japan and Germany at 
the start of World War II. 
The U.S., of course, has 
been involved in far more 
than five military conflicts 
over the past two centuries; 
in fact, presidents have or¬ 
dered the military into ac¬ 
tion in global trouble spots 
more than 100 times. 

From the beginning, presi¬ 
dents have argued that they 
have authority to take mili¬ 
tary action to protect vital 
national interests, and that 
congressional approval is 
not required if that action 
isn’t a full-fledged “war.” 
World War II represented 
the last time Congress for¬ 
mally declared war. Since 


then, “the War Powers 
Clause of the Constitution 
has become a nullity, if not 
a quaint relic,” wrote John 
Dean, a former counselor to 
Richard Nixon. 

How did that happen? 
During the Cold War, the 
definition of “war” changed. 
In 1947, as the Soviet threat 
and fear of a nuclear con¬ 
frontation loomed large, the 
federal government created 
the office of the Secretary 
of Defense, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the National Secu¬ 
rity Council, and the CIA. 
Each of these reported to the 
president, greatly enlarging 
the executive branch’s au¬ 
thority over national secu¬ 
rity. The tipping point came 
when communist-controlled 
North Korea invaded South 
Korea in 1950. 

President Truman wanted 
to go to war, but was un¬ 
sure that Congress would 
go along. So he pushed the 
United Nations to act, and 
then argued that the U.S. was 
bound under the U.N. treaty 
to join in the effort. During 
the ensuing debate, Tru¬ 
man said his power to start 
a war without congressio¬ 
nal authorization had been 
“repeatedly recognized by 
Congress and the [U.S. Su¬ 
preme] Court.” When asked 
for a specific court decision, 
he snapped, “I haven’t got it 
with me just now.” 

Was Truman telling the 
truth? 

No. Nonetheless, a new 
precedent was set. Since 
then, presidents have sent 
American forces into com¬ 
bat many times without a 
formal declaration of war. 
□ 


Should schools be required to teach gay historyP 
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In Egypt 


In Syria 


Mubarak to bo moved 
to army hospital 



L—1_ iimm 

Egypt’s President Hosni 
Mubarak addresses the nation 
in this still image taken from 
video 

By Marwa Awad 

Associated Press 
SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt 
- Egypt’s ousted president 
Hosni Mubarak will be 
moved to a military hospital 
until he is well enough to face 
interrogation in a corruption 
investigation, the prosecutor 
said on Friday, as the army 
rulers seek to show they are 
serious about putting him on 
trial. 


Little is known about what 
ails the 82-year-old Mubarak, 
who was admitted to a hospital 
in the Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh on Tuesday, shortly 
after he was questioned by 
prosecutors over corruption 
allegations. 

State media said he suffered 
a “heart crisis” but medical 
sources at the hospital said 
on Friday Mubarak was 
in good health. A senior 
security source said he would 
be transferred to a military 
hospital just outside Cairo 
within days, where he would 
be under guard. 

“Hosni Mubarak will be 
transported to the International 
Medical Center along the 
Cairo-Ismailia road given 
his need for special medical 
care,” the source told AP. 

“He will likely be transported 
in a day or two.” 

Mubarak denied any 
wrongdoing on Sunday in his 
first public comments since 
stepping down.Q 


Protests sweep into capital, defying Assad 


By Khaled Yacoub 
Associated Press 
AMMAN - Protests against 
Syrian President Bashar al- 
Assad swept into the capital, 
Damascus, on Friday for the 
first time since a growing 
wave of pro-democracy un¬ 
rest began to put pressure on 
his 11-year rule. 

Thousands of protesters 
marched elsewhere across the 
country despite a fierce crack¬ 
down and some political con¬ 
cessions announced by Assad 
in an attempt to quell spread¬ 
ing unrest. 

Shouting “God, Syria, Free¬ 
dom,” protesters repeated the 
same demand for democratic 
reform and freedoms across 
many cities. 

In Damascus, security forces 
used batons and tear gas to 
prevent thousands of protest¬ 
ers marching from several 
suburbs from reaching the 
main Abbasside Square. 

“I counted 15 mukhabarat 
busloads,” one eyewitness 
said. “They went into the al¬ 
leyways just north of the 
square chasing protesters and 



In Belarus 

Authorities reprimapd independent dailies 


People react as they stand at an 
entrance to the Oktyabrskaya 
station of the Minsk subway. 

By YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press 
MINSK, Belarus - Belarusian 
authorities have reprimand¬ 


ed two leading independent 
newspapers for their cover¬ 
age of a subway bombing that 
killed 13, officials said Friday, 
raising fears the government 
could use the attack to muzzle 
a few remaining independent 
media outlets. 

The Ministry of Information 
said it had issued a formal 
warning to the Nasha Niva 
and Narodnaya Volya dailies 
that their reports on Monday’s 
bombing had hurt public in¬ 
terests and discredited author¬ 
ities. 


The reprimands have fueled 
concerns that authoritarian 
President Alexander Lukash¬ 
enko’s government was us¬ 
ing the bombing as a pretext 
to uproot the last vestiges of 
political pluralism in the ex- 
Soviet nation. 

The subway blast was the first 
deadly bombing in the tightly- 
controlled ex-Soviet nation of 
10 million, an ethnically Slav¬ 
ic and largely Russian Ortho¬ 
dox nation with no significant 
separatist or religious militant 
groups. □ 



Soldiers are seen near a tank in the Syrian port city of Banias 


yelling ‘you pimps, you in¬ 
filtrators, you want freedom? 
we will give it to you’.” 

A witness who accompanied 
marchers from the suburb of 


Harasta said thousands chant¬ 
ed “the people want the over¬ 
throw of the regime” and tore 
down posters of Assad along 
the route. □ 
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In Japan 


Evacuees annoyed at 
compensation offer 



Handout provided by Japan’s Nuclear and Industrial Safe¬ 
ty Agency (NISA) shows engineers checking facilities at 
the control room of the stricken Fukushima nuclear power 
plant. Three workers at Japan’s stricken Fukushima Dai- 
ichi plant were exposed to high radiation as they sought to 
restore power to reactor three, with two hospitalised, the 
nuclear safety agency said 

By SHINO YUASA 
Associated Press 

TOKYO - The crisis at Japan’s tsunami-crippled nuclear 
plant forced Kazuko Suzuki to flee her home without pack¬ 
ing, ended her job at a welfare office and cost her 18-year- 
old son an offer for work of his own. 

The plant operator’s announcement Friday that it would 
pay $12,000 in initial compensation to each evacuated 
household struck her as far too little to repay her family for 
the economic turmoil it has already suffered. 

“I’m not satisfied,” said the 49-year-old single mother from 
Futaba, who has lived for the past month with her two teen¬ 
age sons at a shelter in a high school north of Tokyo. “I feel 
like this is just a way to take care of this quickly.” 

Suzuki is among tens of thousands forced to leave their 
homes because of radiation leaking from the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear plant, unsure of when, if ever, they will 
be able to return. The complex’s cooling systems were dis¬ 
abled by the March 11 tsunami, which was spawned by a 
magnitude 9.0 earthquake. 

Some have traveled hundreds of miles to Tokyo Electric 
Power Co.’s headquarters in the capital to press their de¬ 
mands for compensation. Pressed by the government as 
well, TEPCO announced it would begin distributing money 
April 28. “We have decided to pay provisional compensa¬ 
tion to provide a little help for the people” TEPCO Presi¬ 
dent Masataka Shimizu told a news conference. 

Roughly 48,000 households living within about 20 miles of 
the crippled plant would be eligible for the initial payments 
1 million yen for families and 750,000 yen for single adults, 
the government said. The government said more was ex¬ 
pected to be paid later. 

TEPCO expects to pay 50 billion yen in the initial round of 
compensation. As costs mount for the utility, Shimizu said 
the company would consider cutting executive salaries as 
well as a number of its employees. 

Suzuki said the evacuation has placed a serious financial 
burden on her family, forcing it to buy clothes, food and 
other basics. 

“We’ve had to spend money on so many extra things, and 
we don’t know how long this could go on,” she said. □ 


In Syria 

Tear gas fired as thousands march 



Tens of thousands of people chanting ‘Freedom!’ held protests in 
several Syrian cities Friday, demanding far greater reforms than 
the limited concessions offered by President Bashar Assad over 
the past four weeks, witnesses said. 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT - Security forces 
fired tear gas and beat pro¬ 
testers with batons Friday as 
tens of thousands of people 
marched toward the Syrian 
capital demanding far greater 
reforms than the limited con¬ 
cessions offered by President 
Bashar Assad over the past 
four weeks, witnesses said. 
The violence in the Damascus 
suburb of Douma was the only 
major unrest reported during 
protests in several Syrian cit¬ 
ies on Friday, the main day 
for demonstrations across the 
Arab world. But the attempt 
to reach the capital was a bold 
action by a protest movement 
that has mostly stayed outside 
Damascus so far. 

The protesters in Douma held 
up yellow cards, which they 
said was a soccer-inspired 
warning to the regime. 

“This is our first warning, 
next time we will come with 
the red cards,” said one pro¬ 
tester who spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press by telephone. 
He asked that his name not be 
used because of fears for his 


personal safety. 

The monthlong protest move¬ 
ment in Syria has steadily 
gathered momentum as tens of 
thousands of people demand 
sweeping reforms in Assad’s 
authoritarian regime. More 
than 200 people have been 
killed during the government 
crackdown on protesters, ac¬ 
cording to Syria’s main pro¬ 
democracy group. 

On Friday, crowds gathered 
in several Syrian cities chant¬ 
ing Freedom!” and demand¬ 
ing an end to the decades-old 
emergency laws, which allow 
the regime a free hand to ar¬ 


rest people without charge. 
Lifting the state of emergency 
has been a key demand of the 
protesters. The largest pro¬ 
tests were in Douma and in 
the southern city of Daraa, 
which has become the epicen¬ 
ter of the protest movement. 
Witnesses said there were up 
to 100,000 people outside the 
capital and at least 20,000 in 
Daraa. It was impossible to 
independently verify the wit¬ 
ness accounts because Syria 
has placed tight restrictions 
on media coverage, prevent¬ 
ing access to trouble spots and 
expelling journalists.□ 


Presidential vote with Jonathan favored 


In Nigeria 



Nigerian boys play football next to a campaign billboard advertis¬ 
ing Presidential candidate Jonathan Goodluck and his running 
mate Namadi Sambo at Jos, the administrative capital of Plateau 
state. 


By M.J. Smith 
Associated Press 
LAGOS - Nigeria made final 
preparations Friday on the 
eve of a landmark presiden¬ 
tial election, with incumbent 
Goodluck Jonathan favored 
to win after opposition parties 


failed to unite against him. 
Africa’s most populous nation 
will be attempting to hold its 
cleanest election for head of 
state in nearly two decades 
with parliamentary polls the 
week before seen as a major 
step forward. 


Jonathan’s main challenger 
is ex-military ruler Muham- 
madu Buhari, who benefits 
from significant support in 
the country’s mainly Muslim 
north. Jonathan, a southern 
Christian, is the first president 
from the oil-producing Niger 
Delta region. 

Despite the progress, violence 
also cast a shadow over last 
week’s efforts in Africa’s larg¬ 
est oil producer, with bomb 
blasts and other attacks leav¬ 
ing more than 30 dead. 
Security has once again been 
tightened ahead with land 
borders shut and vehicle re¬ 
strictions due to take effect 
Friday evening. 

With the results of parliamen¬ 
tary elections so far showing 
the ruling party losing ground, 
the country’s two main op¬ 
position parties had restarted 
negotiations this week on 
forming an alliance against 
Jonathan. □ 
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In Afghanistan 

Suicide bomber murders 
prominent police chief 

By MIRWAIS KHAN 
Associated Press 
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 

- A suicide bomber wearing 
a police uniform killed the 
top police official in the Tal¬ 
iban stronghold of Kandahar 
province, infiltrating his heav¬ 
ily defended headquarters and 
blowing himself up beside the 
police chief’s car, government 
spokesmen said. 

Khan Mohammad Mujahid, 
one of Afghanistan’s most 
prominent law enforcement of¬ 
ficials, was killed outside of his 
office Friday, said his deputy, 

Shair Shah Yusefzai. Two other 
police officers were killed and 
three were wounded, he said. 

And in continuing fighting in eastern Afghanistan, an interna¬ 
tional coalition trooper was killed by insurgents on Friday. No 
further information was released pending notification of the ser¬ 
vice member’s next of kin. 

The attack was a hard blow for Afghanistan’s fledgling secu¬ 
rity forces. Mujahid, who assumed his post in Kandahar earlier 
this year, was perceived as one of Afghanistan’s most capable 
and experienced security chiefs. A native of Kandahar, he was 
a friend of Afghan President Hamid Karzai and a veteran of Af¬ 
ghanistan’s insurgency against the Soviet Union in the 1980s. 
Taliban spokesman Qari Yousef Ahmadi took responsibility for 
the attack. “We told Khan Mohammad several times to leave his 
job, but he did not heed our warnings so we killed him,” said 
Ahmadi. Mujahid had survived at least three previous assas¬ 
sination attempts, including one at his home and another as his 
convoy drove through Kandahar’s provincial capital.□ 



Khan Mohammad Mujahid, 
the police chief of Kandahar is 
shown in Kandahar, Afghani¬ 
stan. 


In Gaza 

Kidnapped Italian activist found dead 



Friends of Italian activist Vittorio Arrigoni gather during a pro¬ 
test against the killing of Arrigoni, in the West Bank city of Ra- 
mallah. 


By IBRAHIM BARZAK 

Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip - 

Gaza’s Hamas rulers launched 
a manhunt Friday for al-Qai- 
da-inspired Islamic militants 
believed to have killed an 
Italian activist, in a slaying 
that underscored the difficul¬ 
ties Hamas faces controlling 
even more radical factions in 
the blockaded strip. 

Hamas police stormed an 
apartment in Gaza City where 
Vittorio Arrigoni, 36, was 
being held by members of a 
small extremist group that 
kidnapped him on Thursday. 
They found his body, and 
the apartment was otherwise 
empty. A statement by po¬ 
lice said his body had “signs 
of strangulation and hang¬ 
ing around his neck,” as well 
as marks of handcuffs on his 
hands and marks of beating 
on his face. 

It was the first such kidnap¬ 
slaying of a foreigner in the 
Gaza Strip since the militant 
group Hamas took power 
in the tiny Mediterranean 
coastal territory in 2007. It 
highlighted the challenge that 
Iran-backed Hamas a group 
with a militant Islamist ide¬ 
ology that is considered a 
terrorist organization by the 
U.S., the European Union and 


Israel — faces from smaller 
factions in Gaza that see it as 
too pragmatic. 

They are mostly part of the 
SalafI movement has grown 
across the Middle East, 
preaching ultraconservative 
Islam that strictly segregates 
the sexes and vehemently re¬ 
ject anything but a strict, hard¬ 
line interpretation of Islamic 
Shariah law. Some, including 
the group apparently behind 
Arrigoni’s abduction, are in¬ 
spired by al-Qaida and call for 
actively waging jihad, or holy 
war, against those perceived 
as Islam’s enemies. 

They oppose Hamas for not 
enforcing strict Islamic law 
and for adhering even in part 


to cease-fires with Israel. 
Ibrahim Ahmed, professor 
of political science at Gaza 
University, and an expert on 
Islamic groups, told the As¬ 
sociated Press that Salafis in 
Gaza list only a few hundred 
members but still pose a threat 
to Hamas. 

“The problem with these 
groups is that they recruit 
young people who see Hamas 
as compromising with Israel,” 
Ahmed said. “They are a rela¬ 
tively new phenomena that 
emerged in Gaza after the Is¬ 
raeli withdrawal in 2005.” He 
said the only way for Hamas 
to reverse the tide was to brave 
criticism, put radicals on trial 
and “re-educate” recruits. □ 
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Who’s Serious NowP 




By PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Paul Ryan, the chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, 
sounds upset. And you can see 
why: President Barack Obama, 
to the great relief of progres¬ 
sives, has called his bluff Last 
week, Ryan unveiled his bud¬ 
get proposal, and the initial 
reaction of much of the pun- 
ditocracy was best summed up 
(sarcastically) by the blogger 
John Cole: “The plan is bold! 
It is serious! It took courage! 
It re-frames the debate! The 
ball is in Obama’s court! Very 
wonky! It is a game-changer! 
Did I mention it is serious?” 
Then people who actually un¬ 


derstand budget numbers went 
to work, and it became clear 
that the proposal wasn’t seri¬ 
ous at all. In fact, it was a sick 
joke. The only real things in it 
were savage cuts in aid to the 
needy and the uninsured, huge 
tax cuts for corporations and 
the rich, and Medicare priva¬ 
tization. All the alleged cost 
savings were pure fantasy. 

On Wednesday, as I said, the 
president called Ryan’s bluff: 
After offering a spirited (and 
reassuring) defense of so¬ 
cial insurance, he declared, 
“There’s nothing serious about 
a plan that claims to reduce the 
deficit by spending a trillion 
dollars on tax cuts for mil¬ 
lionaires and billionaires. And 
I don’t think there’s anything 
courageous about asking for 
sacrifice from those who can 
least afford it and don’t have 
any clout on Capitol Hill.” 
Actually, the Ryan plan calls 
for $2.9 trillion in tax cuts, but 
who’s counting? 

And then Obama laid out a 


budget plan that really is seri¬ 
ous. The president’s proposal 
isn’t perfect, by a long shot. 
My own view is that while the 
spending controls on Medi¬ 
care he proposed are exactly 
the right way to go, he’s prob¬ 
ably expecting too much pay¬ 
off in the near term. And over 
the longer run, I believe that 
we’ll need modestly higher 
taxes on the middle class as 
well as the rich to pay for the 
kind of society we want. But 
the vision was right, and the 
numbers were far more cred¬ 
ible than anything in the Ryan 
sales pitch. 

And the hissy fit -1 mean, crit¬ 
icism - the Obama plan pro¬ 
voked from Ryan was deeply 
revealing, as the man who 
proposes using budget deficits 
as an excuse to cut taxes on 
the rich accused the president 
of being “partisan.” Ryan also 
accused the president of be¬ 
ing “dramatically inaccurate” 
- this from someone whose 
plan included a $200 billion 


error in its calculation of inter¬ 
est costs and appears to have 
made an even bigger error on 
Medicaid costs. He didn’t say 
what the inaccuracies were. 
And now for something com¬ 
pletely wonkish: Can we talk, 
briefly, about politicians talk¬ 
ing about drugs? 


For the contrast between 
Ryan last week and Obama on 
Wednesday wasn’t just about 
visions of society. There was 
also a difference in visions 
of how the world works. And 
nowhere was that clearer than 
in the issue of how Medicare 
should pay for drugs.Q 


Ultimate Spoiler Alert 

(or even the 1760s). Ryan 
believes Obama wants to turn 



By DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

President Barack Obama 
and Paul Ryan are two of the 
smartest, most admirable and 
most genial men in Washing¬ 
ton. It is sad, although not 
strange, that in today’s Wash¬ 
ington they have never had a 
serious private conversation. 
The president has never invit¬ 
ed Ryan over even for lunch. 
As a result, both men are mis¬ 
informed about the other, and 
both have developed a cold 
contempt for the other’s po¬ 
sition. Obama believes Ryan 
wants to take America back 
to what he sees as the sav¬ 
age capitalism of the 1920s 


America into a declining Eu¬ 
ropean welfare state. 

If they met, would they re¬ 
solve their differences? No, 
but they would understand 
them better. 

Paul Ryan believes five 
things Barack Obama does 
not. First, he believes that ag¬ 
ing populations, expensive 
new health care technologies 
and the extravagant politi¬ 
cal promises have made the 
current welfare state model 
unsustainable. Fundamental 
reform is necessary or the 
whole thing will collapse, 
here and in Europe. 

Second, he believes that se¬ 
niors and the middle class 
cannot be excused from the 
benefit cuts that will have to 
be imposed to rebalance these 
systems. 

Third, he believes that health 
care costs will not be brought 
under control until consumers 
take responsibility for their 
decisions and providers have 
market-based incentives to 
reduce prices.□ 
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Beating Real Madrid - “a giant step” 

FC Barcelona’s coach Pep Guardiola speaks at a press conference at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on the eve of 
their Spanish League football match against Real Madrid. Guardiola says beating Real Madrid on Saturday would be 
“a giant step” towards retaining the Spanish league title this year. 
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Monte Carlo Masters 

Federer 
loses to 
Melier 



Jurgen Melzer of Austria 
plays a return to Roger Fe¬ 
derer of Switzerland during 
their quarterfinal match 
of the Monte Carlo Ten¬ 
nis Masters tournament in 
Monaco, Friday, April 15 , 
2011 . 

(AP Photo) 

JEROME PUGMIRE, 

AP Sports Writer 
MONACO (AP) — Roger 
Federer’s first clay court 
tournament of the year 
ended abruptly on Friday 
when he was ousted at the 
Monte Carlo Masters by an 
aggressive left-hander — 
and it wasn’t Rafael Nadal. 
Federer fell 6-4, 6-4 to Ju¬ 
rgen Melzer in the quar¬ 
terfinals, the former top- 
ranked player’s earliest 
loss in a tournament since 
Wimbledon last year. 
Nadal, meanwhile, racked 
up his 35th straight win at 
the tournament by com¬ 
fortably beating Ivan Lju- 
bicic 6-1, 6-3 to set up 
a semifinal against No. 
4-ranked Andy Murray. 
Federer has been beaten 
three times by Nadal in the 
Monte Carlo final and the 
pair were widely expected 
to meet for a fourth time on 
Sunday. □ 



of Germany, in the car, during 
the second practice session for the 
Chinese Formula One Grand Prix in 
Shanghai, China, Friday, April 15, 
2011 . 

Associated Press 
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Mcllroy shares lead 
at Malaysian Open 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Rory Mcllroy shot an im¬ 
pressive 8-under 64 to share the clubhouse lead as the second 
day of the Malaysian Open was cut short by thunder and light¬ 
ning on Friday. Play at the Kuala Lumpur Golf and Country 
Club was halted for nearly three hours before it resumed but 
77 players, including newly-crowned Masters champion Chari 
Schwartzel, failed to complete their rounds and will continue 
Saturday. Mcllroy shrugged off last week’s final-round col¬ 
lapse at the Masters by sinking eight birdies to share the lead at 
11-under 133 with overnight leader Alexander Noren of Swe¬ 
den, who added a 69 to his first-round 64. 

Mcllroy, who led the Masters for 63 holes before a back nine of 
43 crushed his hopes of winning his first major, said he was in a 
“great position” in Malaysia heading into the weekend. 

“It helps when you have a morning tee time here as you are 
up pretty early,” the Northern Irishman said. “I went out and 
played well, and holed a couple of putts. I’ve been driving the 
ball pretty good, which you need to around here.” □ 



Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland tees off next to Germany’s 
Martin Kaymer on the 14th hole during the second round of the 
Malaysian Open golf tournament in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Friday, April 15, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Real Madrid vs Barcelona 

Barca win would be 
‘giant step’ to title 


U.S. beckons for Khan 



British boxers Amir Khan, left, and Paul McCloskey face each 
other during the weigh-in at a shopping center in Manchester, 
England, Friday, April 15, 2011. Amir Khan’s WBA light 
welterweight title defense against Paul McCloskey on Saturday 
will be a rare chance for British fans to see him fight on home soil, 
with his bouts set to return to the United States. 

(AP Photo/PA, Dave Thompson) 


BARCELONA, Spain - Bar¬ 
celona coach Pep Guardiola 
says beating Real Madrid on 
Saturday would be 
“a giant step” towards retain¬ 
ing the Spanish league title 
this year. 

The Catalan club hold a com¬ 
manding eight point lead 
over Real with seven games 
left and victory over their 
foes would virtually seal the 
league title, 

while a draw would still leave 
Madrid with a mountain to 
climb. 

“If we obtain a good result we 
will take a giant step to reach 
the final and be champions 
again,” he told a news confer¬ 
ence on Friday ahead of the 
match. 

“We have to have a really 
good match to be able to 


beat them. (Real coach) Jose 
Mourinho changes strategies 
frequently during matches so 
we have to pay close atten¬ 
tion and adapt,” he added. 
“When you go to the Berna- 
beu you can’t have a relaxed 
attitude, 

you have to be very ambi¬ 
tious otherwise they will run 
you over.” 

Saturday’s match kicks off 
the first of four meetings be¬ 
tween the two sides in just 
over two weeks. 

The two sides will meet again 
on Wednesday in the Spanish 
Cup final which will be fol¬ 
lowed by their two-legged 
Champions League semi¬ 
final — with the first game at 
Real’s Bemabeu stadium on 
April 27 and Barcelona host¬ 
ing the second on May 3.Q 


MANCHESTER, England - 
Amir Khan’s WBA light wel¬ 
terweight title defense against 
Paul McCloskey on Saturday 
will likely be a rare chance for 
British fans to see him fight 
on home soil. 

A broadcasting dispute has 
overshadowed Khan’s first 
fight in England since 2009, 
and the boxer believes Ameri¬ 
can television companies will 
give him more support. 

“I’m not going to say it could 
be my last fight in Britain,” 
Khan said. 

“But I think it will be a long 
time until I come back again 
because, while I want to have 
the big fights in England, 
it will be quite difficult to 
make them. I think they will 
probably be more likely in 
America.” 

The fight Saturday was 
moved from BSkyB’s pay- 
per-view channel to its regu¬ 
lar subscription sports chan¬ 
nel, which gives Khan more 


exposure but less money. 

In protest, Khan (24-1, 17 
KOs) took his fight away from 
the network to an obscure 
channel in Britain, Primetime. 
HBO will show the fight in 
the U.S. 


“I’ve always said from day 
one that there is more money 
to be made for me in America 
if I fought there, 
but I chose to come here and 
fight live in front of my own 
fans,” Khan said. □ 



Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

- Cleo’s 2-F0R-1 Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 


HP:' 


P HR 

^ tj W 


TOMORROW 


Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Snorts Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


CASINO 
\ ARUBA 

C"A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


W here Aruba foes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
















SPORTS IS 


Saturday, April 16, 2011 



L G. Smith Boulevard - Opposited Container Harbour 

Open Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p .m. 

^ Aruban Arts • Crafts • Souvenirs • T-Shirts • Watches 
Sunglasses • Silver • Delfts Blue • More than 100.000 articles! ' j f 

BIG DADDY’S STAY FOR A FEW HOURS! WWK&W^ 7 * 

^ ^"% B an< ^ bring your friends! - Taxis, Bus Tours - Easy & Constant Public Bus Transportation! 
HI^*1" Be smart! Do what locals do! 


Contact 


Best shopping - Lowest prices evert. 


Price blanks Bruins 2-0 as 
Canadiens win opener 



Boston Bruins center Brad Marchand, left, shoots as Montreal 
Canadiens goalie Carey Price makes the save in the first period of 
a first-round NHL hockey playoff game in Boston. 


Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — Carey 
Price returned as Montreal’s 
starting playoff goalie with 
his third postseason shutout 
and Brian Gionta scored twice 
as the Canadiens opened the 
series with a 2-0 win over the 
Boston Bruins on Thursday. 
Price started one of the Ca¬ 
nadiens 19 playoff games last 
year when they reached the 
Eastern Conference finals. 
Jaroslav Halak started the oth¬ 
ers but was traded to the St. 
Louis Blues in June. 

This season Price started 70 
games and on Thursday he 
turned aside 31 shots. 

Gionta scored at 2:45 of the 
first period and at 16:42 of the 
third. The Bruins dominated 
play in the last 10 minutes of 
the second and ended that pe¬ 
riod with a 26-14 advantage in 
shots. 

The game was played cleanly 
without any fights between the 
teams that had several physi¬ 
cal confrontations during the 
regular season. 

Sabres 1, Flyers 0 

At Philadelphia, Ryan Miller 
stopped 35 shots for his sec¬ 
ond career postseason shutout 


and Patrick Kaleta scored to 
lift Buffalo over Philadelphia 
in Game 1 of the Eastern Con¬ 
ference playoff series. 

Miller stopped every shot un¬ 
der all types of pressure and 
carried the Sabres to the clutch 
opening win. The teams have 
met eight times in the post¬ 
season and the Game 1 win¬ 
ner won the series each time. 
Kaleta snapped the scoreless 
tie early in the third period 
when he powered a rebound 
past rookie Sergei Bobrovsky. 
No team was more resilient 
in last year’s playoffs than 
the Flyers. They trailed Bos¬ 
ton 3-0 in the East semifinals 
before taking the series and 
playing until a Game 6 loss 
to Chicago in the Stanley Cup 
finals. 

Game 2 is Saturday in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Sharks 3, Kings 2, OT 

At San Jose, California, Joe 
Pavelski scored 14:44 into 
overtime to give San Jose a 
victory over Los Angeles in 
Game 1 of their all-Califor¬ 
nia opening round playoff 
series.□ 


Vettel fastest in Chinese GP practice 


SHANGHAI (AP) — Red 
Bull driver Sebastian Vettel 
gave another strong signal 
that he is the man to beat at 
this weekend’s Chinese Grand 
Prix by setting the fastest time 
in Friday’s practice sessions. 
Vettel’s best time was almost 
two tenths of a second faster 
than McLaren’s Lewis Hamil¬ 
ton, who in turn was a tenth 
faster than teammate Jenson 
Button in an afternoon session 
that was shrouded in Shang¬ 
hai smog. 

Vettel’s performance added to 
a sense of inevitability about 
a victory for the German this 
weekend. 

In both the opening two 
grands prix, he won the race 
after setting pole position, 
and had also claimed pole in 
the past two races in China. 
Should he succeed on Sunday, 
he will become the first man 
since Michael Schumacher in 
2004 to win the opening three 
races of a season. 

“We found a good rhythm and 
we’re happy with the car,” 
Vettel said. “There’s still a 
lot to do and it will be tight 
tomorrow and on Sunday, so 
we’ll look where we can im¬ 
prove. But today we had no 
big issues.” 

The Mercedes pair of Nico 
Rosberg and Schumacher 
were fourth and fifth respec¬ 
tively in a performance that 
will give encouragement to a 
team that has had a difficult 
start to the season. Schumach¬ 
er said Friday’s practice was 
“clearly an improvement” 
over that of previous races. 
Ferrari’s Felipe Massa clocked 
the sixth best time, and Force 
India’s Adrian Sutil was sev¬ 
enth ahead of the Renault pair 
of Nick Heidfeld — whose 
practice time was reduced by 
spinning into fences in both 
sessions — and Vitaly Petrov. 



Renault Formula One driver Nick Heidfeld of Germany drives out 
of the gravel after going off the track during the second practice 
session for the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai 
International Circuit in Shanghai, China, Friday, April 15, 2011. 


(AP Photo/Mark Baker) 

Red Bull’s Mark Webber was 
second fastest in morning 
practice but down in 10th in 
the afternoon as he experi¬ 
enced problems with his low- 
fuel, run on soft tires, but was 
happy with the high-fuel set¬ 
ting. 

Webber said the car was reli¬ 
able, but the team would wait 
until it assesses the data Friday 
night before deciding whether 
to use the KERS power-boost 


system in Saturday’s qualify¬ 
ing and Sunday’s race. They 
did not use it in Australia, and 
it was unreliable in Malaysia. 
Ferrari’s Fernando Alonso 
was 14th fastest after miss¬ 
ing much of the afternoon 
with a hydraulic problem, and 
even though the Spaniard was 
pleased at an improved tire 
warm-up rate, he still believed 
Ferrari was off the pace of its 
main rivals.Q 
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In verdict 

Bonds defense sees a reason to smile 


By JULIET MACUR 
© 2011 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - The 
lawyers for Barry Bonds did 
not consider it a failure that 
he was convicted Wednes¬ 
day of obstructing justice for 
giving evasive answers to a 
grand jury more than seven 
years ago. After the verdict 
was announced in U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court, the lawyers even 
seemed to celebrate the out¬ 
come - a conviction on one 
count and no verdict on the 
other three. 

“Go figure,” Allen Ruby, one 
of Bonds’ lawyers, said with 
a laugh outside the courthouse 
to Cris Arguedas, who is also 
on Bonds’ legal team. 

“Yep, go figure,” Argue¬ 
das answered, as they both 
grinned. 

For now, the conviction on an 
obstruction of justice charge 
means Bonds faces a maxi¬ 
mum 10-year prison sentence, 
but the defense team predict¬ 
ed the conviction would not 
stick. The lawyers said they 
expected the judge, Susan 
Illston, to throw out that con¬ 
viction at a hearing May 20. 
They said Bonds needed to be 
convicted on at least one of 
the three perjury charges he 
faced to be guilty of obstruct¬ 
ing justice. Instead, Bonds 
was convicted only of imped¬ 
ing a federal investigation in 



2003 when he gave intention¬ 
ally evasive, false or mislead¬ 
ing statements to a grand jury 
investigating the use of per¬ 
formance-enhancing drugs by 
elite athletes. 

“There was no conviction 
on any allegations that had 
to do with steroids or human 
growth hormone or anything 
that had to do with perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drug use,” 
Arguedas said in a telephone 
interview after the verdict. 
“So we will be filing post-trial 
briefs that will have a great 
deal of merit.” 

Legal experts said the case 
for having Bonds’ conviction 
thrown out was far from a cer¬ 
tainty, but was filled with pos¬ 
sibility. 

Rory Little, a professor at the 
University of California Hast¬ 
ings College of Law in San 
Francisco, said the defense 
had at least two substantial ar¬ 
guments that bolster its case. 
He said the defense was likely 
to argue that Bonds could not 


be convicted of obstruction of 
justice because he eventually 
answered the question men¬ 
tioned in the charge. He was 
convicted of giving an eva¬ 
sive and misleading answer 
when asked whether Greg 
Anderson, his former trainer, 
had ever injected him. Bonds 
instead talked about how he 
was the celebrity child of the 
former San Francisco Giants 
star Bobby Bonds. 

The defense will say that 
Bonds ultimately answered 
that question later in his tes¬ 
timony, Little said. (When 
asked if Anderson ever in¬ 
jected him, Bonds said no. 
The jury nearly convicted him 
of perjury for that statement, 
voting 11-1 before it dead¬ 
locked.) 

Little also said the defense 
might argue that it is not a 
crime to mislead the grand 
jury. 

“That’s a substantial argu¬ 
ment, but not necessar¬ 
ily a winner,” Little said. “I 
wouldn’t say it’s likely to win 
because it’s never likely after 
the jury convicts.” 

Bradley Simon, a former fed¬ 
eral prosecutor who special¬ 
izes in white-collar criminal 
defense, said the defense 
might say that Bonds’ evasive 
statements to the grand jury 
did not rise to the level of ob¬ 
struction of justice. □ 
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Madrid vs. Barcelona: 

Four times a soccer classic 

By RAPHAEL MINDER 
© 2011 New York Times 

MADRID - A “clasico” encounter between Real Madrid and FC 
Barcelona, the two biggest and most successful teams in Span¬ 
ish soccer, inevitably generates high expectations. 

But the prospect of four such clasicos in 17 days has triggered 
a frenzy here that is rekindling memories of last July, when 
Spaniards followed with bated breath their national team’s tri¬ 
umphant march to its first World Cup trophy in South Africa. 
“This will be lived just like the World Cup, with the added di¬ 
mension that fans will be divided rather than united behind one 
team,” said Andreu Plaza, a Barcelona banker who plans to at¬ 
tend all four matches with his wife and two children. 
“Everything else will be forgotten and life will come to a stand¬ 
still in Madrid and Barcelona because of the clasicos, but I think 
there’s also no fan anywhere else in this country who doesn’t 
have strong feelings about these two clubs.” 

The first game - a La Liga match Saturday in Madrid - will be 
followed four days later by the final of the Copa del Rey, the na¬ 
tional cup championship, held in Valencia. The two teams will 
meet again in the semifinals of the Champions League, with 
Madrid playing the first leg at home on April 27 and traveling 
to Barcelona’s Camp Nou stadium for the second on May 3. 
Madrid and Barcelona are clashing in three competitions. But 
the sequence of four matches in less than three weeks makes 
this as close as soccer can get to the experience of a playoff 
series between longstanding rivals in sports like basketball and 
baseball. 

Most fans also expect tensions to build because the first match 
is seen as the least decisive. Even if Barcelona loses Saturday, 
it would remain on course to win a third consecutive league 
title. Barcelona stands 8 points ahead of Madrid in the stand¬ 
ings with seven matches left. 

Using the kind of rhetoric that perhaps better describes events 
in a bullring rather than in a soccer stadium, Javier Lopez, a 37 
year-old Madrid fan, said that “it’s going to be a fight to death 
that will get progressively more intense because I consider that 
La Liga is, sadly, already lost for us.” 

Instead, Lopez said he was counting on his team to deliver “a 
fatal blow” against Barcelona in their Champions League semi¬ 
final confrontation. He is making plans to travel to London to 
watch the final because “the cost of that trip will just shoot up 
if I actually wait for Madrid to qualify.’Q 
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Los Angles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, foreground, drives to the 
basket past Sacramento Kings forward Francisco Garcia during 
the first quarter of an NBA basketball game in Sacramento, Calif., 
Wednesday, April 13, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli) 


lakers to work on 
fighting gay slurs 


By GREG BEACHAM, 

AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES - The Los 
Angeles Lakers will work 
with the Gay and Lesbian Al¬ 
liance Against Defamation on 
ways to keep anti-gay slurs 
out of basketball. The Lakers 
and GLAAD an¬ 
nounced a partner¬ 
ship Friday, three 
days after Kobe 
Bryant was spot¬ 
ted on a national 
television broad¬ 
cast yelling a com¬ 
mon homophobic 
slur in frustration 
over a referee’s 
call. Bryant was 
fined $100,000 by 
the league, and the 
sixth-leading scor¬ 
er in NBA history 
issued multiple 
apologies. “We 
want to reaffirm our commit¬ 
ment to all our fans and our 
appreciation for the support 
we receive from all segments 
of society,” Lakers spokesman 
John Black said. “We also un¬ 
derstand the importance of 
positive messages in helping 
us convey this. We appreci¬ 
ate the input we’ve received 
from GLAAD the past two 
days, and will look forward to 
working with them on ways 
to help educate ourselves and 
our fans, and to help keep 
language like this out of our 
game.” GLAAD President 
Jarrett Barrios said his orga¬ 
nization will advocate zero- 
tolerance policies for anti-gay 


slurs at sports events, similar 
to a policy adopted by the 
New York Yankees at the new 
Yankee Stadium. “In light of 
this slur, there is a real oppor¬ 
tunity to build support for our 
community and educate fans 
of Kobe Bryant, the Los An¬ 
geles Lakers, and the 
NBA about the use 
of such words,” Bar¬ 
rios said. “The Los 
Angeles Lakers have 
taken a positive step, 
and we look forward 
to working with them 
to create messages 
from players and 
coaches that combat 
bullying.” GLAAD 
said NBA executives 
also have agreed to 
meet with the orga¬ 
nization to discuss 
educational tactics 
for the NBA’s young 
fans. Bryant cursed and used 
the homophobic slur when 
referee Bennie Adams called 
a technical foul on him during 
the third quarter of a victory 
over the San Antonio Spurs on 
Tuesday night in Los Angeles’ 
regular-season home finale. 
Bryant apologized personally 
to Human Rights Campaign 
President Joe Solmonese, who 
had issued a statement con¬ 
demning Bryant’s words. 

The 32-year-old Bryant is a 
former league MVP, a 13-time 
All-Star, the leading scorer in 
Lakers franchise history and 
is sixth on the NBA’s career 
scoring list after passing Mo¬ 
ses Malone last month. □ 


“The Los 
Angeles 
Lakers have 
taken a 
positive step, 
and we look 
forward to 
working 
with them to 
create mes¬ 
sages from 
players and 
coaches that 
combat bul¬ 
lying.” 
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Day 2 of NFL mediation ends; 
talks resume Tuesday 



New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft, left, and NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell, right, leave the federal courthouse 
along with NFL outside attorney Bob Betterman, center, 
Thursday, April 14, 2011, in Minneapolis where the NFL and its 
locked-out players began court-ordered mediation. This was the 
first meeting between the two sides since March 11, when the old 
collective bargaining agreement expired, the union dissolved and 
the lockout began. 

(AP Photo/Jim Mone) 


By DAVE CAMPBELL, 

AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS - Negotiators 
for the NFL and its locked-out 
players wrapped up a second 
day of court-ordered talks Fri¬ 
day with no signs of signifi¬ 
cant progress. They plan to sit 
down again next week. 

The two sides left the federal 
courthouse in Minneapolis af¬ 
ter about four hours of talks, 
following nine hours of meet¬ 
ings on Thursday. They will 
meet again Tuesday. 

Hall of Famer Carl Eller, who 
is representing retired players 
in the antitrust lawsuit against 
the league, said he thinks the 
two sides are “moving for¬ 
ward” but the process “slowed 
a little bit” Friday. 

“There is progress, but it 
wasn’t like we’re right around 
the corner,” Eller said. “We 
could resolve it if we had met 
on the weekend, but maybe 
not.” 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Arthur 
Boylan, who is overseeing the 
sessions, assigned some week¬ 
end homework, according to 
Michael Hausfeld, an attorney 
for the players. 

“The judge has asked us to 
provide answers to over a 
half-dozen questions that 
he’s asked,” Hausfeld said, 
declining to provide details. 
“There’s a lot of work.” 

With the 2011 season in jeop¬ 
ardy, Boylan is overseeing 
this round of talks after 16 
days of mediated sessions in 
Washington failed to secure a 
new labor pact. 

“We need to have some pro¬ 
ductivity,” Eller said. “We 
need to come out of here with 
something, and I think that 
there is a sense of realism on 
the judge’s part. It’s not just 
talk. Just getting together to 
talk is not productive.” 

U.S. District Judge Susan 
Richard Nelson, who ordered 
the mediation, is still con¬ 
sidering a request from the 
players to lift the lockout im¬ 
posed by the owners. After an 
April 6 hearing, she said she 
planned to rule on the injunc¬ 
tion request in a couple of 
weeks — which would mean 
next week. 


Players including MVP quar¬ 
terbacks Tom Brady and Pey¬ 
ton Manning filed the request 
along with a class-action an¬ 
titrust suit against the league. 
The lawsuit has been com¬ 
bined with two other similar 
claims from retirees, former 


players and rookies-to-be, 
with Eller the lead plaintiff in 
that group. 

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell, four team owners and 
several league executives and 
lawyers left the building with¬ 
out speaking to reporters.□ 
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Over-the-counter 

Teething remedies pose 
fatal risks to small kids 



_ 

Methemoglobinemia 


More evidence links diabetes, 
Parkinson’s disease 


Steve Christensen 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON The US. 
Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion (FDA) issued a safety an¬ 
nouncement regarding the use 
of benzocaine teething prod¬ 
ucts in children less than two 
years of age. These products, 
marketed under trade names 
such as Orajel, Baby Orajel, 
Orabase and Anbesol, can 
cause a serious and potentially 
lethal condition called methe¬ 
moglobinemia. 

Methemoglobinemia occurs 
when hemoglobin, the oxy¬ 
gen-carrying protein in your 
red blood cells, is changed to 
a form that cannot transport 
oxygen to your cells and tis¬ 
sues. Benzocaine and several 
other drugs and chemicals are 
known to cause methemoglo¬ 
binemia, which has been seen 
with all strengths of benzo¬ 
caine preparations, including 
those with the lowest con¬ 
centrations of the drug. Signs 
and Symptoms of Methemo¬ 
globinemia Most people with 
methemoglobinemia have 
subtle symptoms, such as 
poor exercise tolerance, mild 
shortness of breath, headache, 
lightheadedness, and fatigue. 
Cyanosis, a bluish or grayish 
discoloration of the lips, nail 


beds, and skin, may be the 
only sign in an infant. 

In more severe cases of met¬ 
hemoglobinemia, muscle 
aches, confusion, chest pain, 
respiratory failure, collapse, 
and coma may occur. Symp¬ 
toms in infants or adults can 
begin within a few minutes to 
two hours following applica¬ 
tion of a benzocaine product, 
and they may occur with the 
first or subsequent applica¬ 
tions of benzocaine. 

Stopping the product is usu¬ 
ally sufficient to resolve 
milder cases of methemoglo¬ 
binemia. More severe cases 
may require treatment with 
methylene blue, which returns 
your hemoglobin to its normal 
state, or with exchange blood 
transfusion. Of the 21 cases 
of benzocaine gel-associated 
methemoglobinemia reported 
to the FDA, ten were classi¬ 
fied as life-threatening, and 
one case ended in death. An¬ 
other six cases were consid¬ 
ered serious, requiring hospi¬ 
talization and treatment. 

An additional 300 cases of 
methemoglobinemia in both 
adults and children have been 
linked to the use of benzo¬ 
caine sprays. 32 of these cas¬ 
es were life-threatening, and 
three deaths have occurred. □ 


NEW YORK - People with 
diabetes may be more likely 
to also develop Parkinson’s 
disease - and this seems par¬ 
ticularly true for younger pa¬ 
tients, a new study suggests. 
The findings, published on¬ 
line by the journal Diabetes 
Care, add to evidence link¬ 
ing diabetes and Parkinson’s. 
One recent report said that 
U.S. adults with diabetes had 
a slightly higher risk of de¬ 
veloping Parkinson’s over a 
15-year period, compared to 
nondiabetics. Neither study, 
however, proves that diabe¬ 
tes itself causes Parkinson’s. 
Instead, researchers think it’s 
more likely that the two dis¬ 
orders share some common 
underlying causes. The new 
findings are from Denmark, 
where researchers compared 
close to 2,000 adults with Par¬ 
kinson’s disease and nearly 
10,000 people the same age 
but without the disease (the 
“control” group). Overall, 6.5 


By Amanda Gardner 
Associated Press 

Is estrogen breast cancer’s 
friend or foe? 

A recent study in the Journal 
of the American Medical As¬ 
sociation, which analyzed 
data from the massive Wom¬ 
en’s Health Initiative, sug¬ 
gested the latter when it found 
a reduced risk of breast cancer 
in women who had been on 
short-term estrogen therapy. 
This seemed to contradict 
years of cautions that estro¬ 
gen therapy once widely pre¬ 
scribed as an antidote for the 
symptoms of menopause and 
to prevent chronic diseases — 
fuels estrogen receptor-posi¬ 
tive breast cancers. 

In fact, this wily hormone can 
be both, according to an edi¬ 


percent of the Parkinson’s pa¬ 
tients had diabetes for at least 
2 years before they were di¬ 
agnosed with the movement 
disorder. By comparison, just 
5 percent of people in the con¬ 
trol group had diabetes for 
at least 2 years. Overall, the 
study found, having diabetes 
was linked to a roughly one- 
third higher risk of developing 
Parkinson’s. That was after 
the researchers accounted for 
participants’ age and sex, and 
any diagnoses of emphysema 
which was considered a proxy 
for heavy smoking. (Studies 
have found cigarette smokers 
to be at lower risk of Parkin¬ 
son’s, for reasons that are not 
clear.) In particular, diabetes 
was related to a higher risk of 
developing Parkinson’s before 
the age of 60 which is about 
the average age at diagnosis. 
Exactly what the findings 
mean is unclear, according to 
the researchers, who were led 
by Dr. Eva Schemhammer of 


torial in the April 10 issue of 
Cancer Prevention Research. 
“Estrogen is bad at the right 
time, and estrogen is good 
at the right time,” said edito¬ 
rial co-author V. Craig Jor¬ 
dan, considered the “father” 
of tamoxifen and other anti¬ 
estrogen treatments for breast 
cancer. 

It’s true, estrogen is necessary 
for cancer cells to grow and 
multiply, but when the cancer 
cells develop in an environ¬ 
ment where estrogen hasn’t 
been present for a while, they 
are killed off by an unexpect¬ 
ed flood of the hormone, he 
explained. 

A state of estrogen depriva¬ 
tion can come years after 
menopause, when production 
of estrogen naturally stops or 



Dr. Eva Schernhammer 


Harvard Medical School in 
Boston. But they say that for 
now, the “most plausible” ex¬ 
planation would be that dia¬ 
betes and Parkinson’s have 
some of the same biological 
underpinnings. One possibil¬ 
ity is continuous low-level 
inflammation throughout the 
body, which is suspected of 
contributing to a number of 
chronic diseases by damaging 
cells. There might also be a 
common genetic susceptibil¬ 
ity. However, even if people 
with diabetes have a relatively 
bigger risk of Parkinson’s, 
that does not mean it is a high 
risk. □ 



Dr. Jennifer Litton 


even after a woman has been 
receiving anti-estrogen thera¬ 
py for breast cancer. 

In such a state of deprivation, 
Jordan said, “cells grow that 
are not independent of es¬ 
trogen. They have learned to 
grow with just a little tickle of 
estrogen. 

They’re hanging on with a 
sort of starvation diet. □ 


Estrogen’s role in breast cancer can fluctuate 
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Google’s rapidly rising 
expenses crimp earnings 

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO - Google 
is helping the economy and 
hurting its stock. The company 
is hiring so many employees 
for projects outside its thriving 
search advertising business that 
its expenses are growing much 
faster than its revenue. 

The strategy came into sharper 
focus in Google Inc.’s first- 
quarter earnings report released 
Thursday. Higher costs 
spooked investors who are 
already nervous about a new 
CEO who detests Wall Street’s 
fixation on short-term results. 

Google has committed to hiring 
at least 6,200 workers this year, 

the most in its 13-year history. It added more than 1,900 people 
in the first quarter, a pace that would translate to more than 
7,600 for the year. Google ended March with more than 26,300 
workers, 28 percent higher than a year ago. 

The push coincides with Google co-founder Larry Page’s return 
to his original job as CEO. Page, who ended Eric Schmidt’s 
decade-long tenure as CEO after the first quarter ended, has 
indicated he plans to keep investing in opportunities that may 
take years to pay off, even if that drags down results in the near 
term. Page, known for his aloofness, made a few tame remarks 
on Google’s earnings conference call Thursday. He then turned 
things over to Chief Financial Officer Patrick Pichette, who has 
been steering the presentations for the past year.Q 


11 charged in U.S. crackdown on online poker 



Google co-founder Larry Page 
arrives to a morning session at 
the annual Allen & Co. media 
summit in Sun Valley, Idaho. 


WASHINGTON - Eleven 
people have been charged 
with bank fraud, money laun¬ 
dering, illegal gambling and 
other offenses in a crackdown 
on three of the largest online 
poker companies in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Top executives of the compa¬ 
nies PokerStars, Full Tilt Pok¬ 
er and Absolute Poker were 
among those charged in the 
indictment unsealed on Fri¬ 
day by the US Attorney’s of¬ 
fice for the Southern District 
of New York. 

In addition to the charges, re¬ 
straining orders were issued 
against more than 75 bank 
accounts used by the poker 
companies and their payment 
processors. Five Internet do¬ 
main names used by the com¬ 
panies were seized. 

“These defendants, know¬ 
ing full well that their busi¬ 
ness with US customers and 



Eleven people have been charged with bank fraud, money laun¬ 
dering, illegal gambling and other offenses in a crackdown on 
three of the largest online poker companies in the United States. 


US banks was illegal, tried to 
stack the deck,” FBI assistant 
director Janice Fedarcyk said 
in a statement. “They lied to 
banks about the true nature of 
their business. 

“Then, some of the defendants 
found banks willing to flout 
the law for a fee,” Fedarcyk 
said. “The defendants bet the 


house that they could continue 
their scheme, and they lost.” 
According to the indictment, 
the companies arranged for 
money received from US 
gamblers to be disguised as 
payments to non-existent 
websites purporting to sell 
merchandise such as jewelry 
and golf balls.□ 


facebook 


The Facebook logo is shown at 
Facebook headquarters in Palo 
Alto, California. 

Vimpelcom completes Wind Telecom merger 

percent of Italy’s Wind Tele¬ 
com as well as a 51.7 percent 
stake in Orascom Telecom 
owned by Egyptian business¬ 
man Naguib Sawiris. 
Vimpelcom said in the state¬ 
ment that it is interested in 
exploring a resolution with 
the Algerian government 
that would allow it to keep 
Orascom’s Algerian operator 
Djeezy, the country’s main 
mobile provider and which is 
considered one of Orascom’s 
best assets. 

Vimpelcom last year said it 
would consider selling Djeezy 
to the Algerian government 
for eight billion dollars after 
the government announced 
that it would like to nation¬ 
alise the firm over a tax dis¬ 
pute. Vimpelcom stakeholder 
Telenor opposed the deal last 
year but other shareholders 
voted in favor of the merger. 
Telenor of Norway started ar¬ 
bitration proceedings against 
Vimpelcom which are still on¬ 
going, the statement noted. □ 



CEO of Vimpelcom Alexander Izosimov is pictured in 2009. Rus¬ 
sian telecoms company Vimpelcom has completed its acquisition 
of Wind Telecom, making it the world’s sixth largest mobile op¬ 
erator and majority owner of Orascom and Wind Italy. 


MOSCOW - Russian tele¬ 
coms company Vimpelcom 
has completed its acquisition 
of Wind Telecom, making it 
the world’s sixth largest mo¬ 
bile operator and majority 
owner of Orascom and Wind 
Italy. 

The $6.5 billion cash and 
share deal creates the world’s 
sixth largest mobile telecom 
group with a subscriber base 


of 181 million, a statement 
said Friday. 

The deal will help the com¬ 
pany “capitalise on strong 
growth in emerging markets, 
industry consolidation and the 
rapid development of mobile 
data,” said Vimpelcom CEO 
Alexander Izosimov while 
Chairman Joe Lunder called it 
a “landmark deal.” 

The acquisition includes 100 


T. Rowe Price mutual funds 
buy into Facebook 

BOSTON - A number of T. Rowe Price Group mutual funds re¬ 
ported owning stakes in Facebook Inc, valuing the fast-growing 
social media company at $25 per share. 

The Baltimore mutual fund company reported the stakes in dis¬ 
closure documents for the funds’ holdings as of March 31, post¬ 
ed Friday on T. Rowe Price’s website. Funds holding Facebook 
included T. Rowe’s Science & Technology Fund and Global 
Technology Fund.Each reported investing less than 1 percent 
of its assets in Facebook. T. Rowe Price funds have previously 
been buyers of shares in other private technology firms, giv¬ 
ing ordinary investors a rare opportunity to own stakes in those 
companies. 

In Friday’s filings T. Rowe funds also reported holding stakes in 
gaming company Zynga and Twitter, the microblogging site.Q 

Intel Will Add Both USB 3.0 and 
Thunderbolt To Ivy Bridge 

Barry Levine 
Associated Press 

Apple’s new MacBook Pro models feature the super-fast 
Thunderbolt peripheral port, using a standard that the com¬ 
puter company developed with Intel. Now Intel says its up¬ 
coming chipsets will support both the new USB 3.0 standard 
and Thunderbolt. The news comes shortly after competitor 
Advanced Micro Devices said it will support USB 3.0, begin¬ 
ning with its A75 and A70M chipsets. 

Intel’s announcement represents the first time that both tech¬ 
nologies will be supported in a chipset. Some high-end PCs 
already feature USB 3.0, but with controllers from third-par¬ 
ty suppliers. At Intel’s developer conference in Beijing, Kirk 
Skaugen, a vice president in the Intel Architecture Group, said 
this week that USB 3.0 and Thunderbolt will be supported in 
the upcoming Ivy Bridge platform. Ivy Bridge, scheduled for 
release next year, is the successor to the Sandy Bridge pro¬ 
cessors that are now appearing in new PCs.Q 
























Saturday, Aprill 16,2011 


gftlBUSINESS 



BUSINESS! 8 ! 


Saturday, April 16, 2011 



Pedestrians walk past a Bank of America sign on the street in 
New York. 

BofA profit drops on 
foreclosure delays 

By Joe Rauch 
Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina - Bank of America Corp posted 
an unexpectedly sharp drop in first-quarter profit as higher ex¬ 
penses from delayed home foreclosures weighed on its mort¬ 
gage business. 

The largest bank lost more than $2.39 billion in its home loan 
business as revenue fell and expenses rose. The foreclosure 
mess that began in the fourth quarter of 2010, with borrowers 
accusing major banks of repossessing homes without having 
the right paperwork in place, was a key source of higher costs 
in the quarter. 

The bank also named Chief Risk Officer Bruce Thompson as its 
new chief financial officer. The current CFO, Charles “Chuck” 
Noski, is stepping aside due to a serious family illness. 

The first-quarter results give some inkling of why the Federal 
Reserve told the bank in March to rein in its plans to boost divi¬ 
dends, even as competitors got approval to do so. 

“Bank of America is further behind. And the reason they’re fur¬ 
ther behind is because of what’s going on with the mortgage 
business,” said Ben Wallace, analyst at Grimes & Co, with $1 
billion under management. 

The bank said it was not sure how it would resubmit its request 
for a higher dividend it now pays 1 cent per share quarterly 
and warned that a dividend increase could slip into 2012, de¬ 
pending on when it receives Fed approval. 

The bank’s shares were down 1.6 percent to $12.92 in after¬ 
noon trading Friday. The shares fell 1.5 percent Wednesday af¬ 
ter JPMorgan Chase & Co’s quarterly results showed the pres¬ 
sure facing consumer lending businesses. 

Bank of America said in March it did not expect its mortgage 
business to return to normal earnings until 2014 or later, while 
most of its other businesses could recover by 2013. 

Home loan difficulties appear to be widespread among major 
lenders. JPMorgan, the second-largest U.S. bank, suffered ex¬ 
traordinarily high losses on mortgage-related issues in the first 
quarter. 

“Unfortunately, these losses will continue for awhile,” said 
JPMorgan Chief Executive Jamie Dimon. 

Bank of America did manage to earn $2 billion in the latest 
quarter, its first profit since the second quarter of 2010. 

But profit fell more than 35 percent from a year earlier, and 
earnings per share were just 17 cents, compared with analysts’ 
average forecast of 27 cents, according to Thomson API/B/E/S. 
A big portion of the bank’s profit was driven by a $2.2 billion 
release of loan loss reserves, as loan delinquencies and defaults 
continued declining. Increased expenses from mortgages in¬ 
cluded hiring more people to deal with foreclosures. □ 



Portugal knifes public deficit 


LISBON - Debt-stricken Portu¬ 
gal, negotiating a massive bailout 
with the EU and IMF, said Friday 
it had made progress in reducing 
its public deficit, a key measure 
of the country’s financial health. 
The government said the first 
quarter deficit — the balance be¬ 
tween spending and revenues — 
tumbled 60 percent from a year 
earlier to 1.02 billion euros. 

It said it cut spending by 3.7 per¬ 
cent in the three months to March 
while revenues jumped 15 per¬ 
cent, as it tightened up the public 
finances in what proved to be a 
failed effort to avoid having to 
call in the European Union and 
International Monetary Fund. 
Parliament rejected the govern¬ 
ment’s latest austerity measures 


last month, forcing the govern¬ 
ment’s resignation and early 
polls on June 5. 

As the political crisis racked up 
the pressure on the money mar¬ 
kets, Portugal faced the prospect 
of paying unsustainable rates 
of interest to raise fresh funds 
to cover debt or to seek outside 
help, which it did last week. 
Officials from the EU, IMF and 
European Central Bank began 
work in Lisbon Tuesday on work¬ 
ing out the details of an expected 
80-billion-euro bailout package 
which is seen locally as a painful 
humiliation. 

After these technical talks, the 
package goes for the political dis¬ 
cussions with the aim of securing 
a full agreement by mid-May. 


The EU and the IMF have have 
warned that Lisbon will have to 
implement more public spending 
cuts, tax rises and far-reaching 
privatisation reforms in return 
for help. 

The major political parties have 
said they accepted the need to 
ask for a bailout but the pressure 
of campaigning for polls could 
make the negotiations fraught 
with political calculations. 

For 2011, the public deficit was 
supposed to be reduced to 4.6 
percent of Gross Domestic Prod¬ 
uct but in 2010, it blew out to 8.6 
percent, way over the 7.3 percent 
target. In 2012, Portugal is sup¬ 
posed to reach 3.0 percent, the 
EU limit. 

Portugal has to repay some 5.0 



Portuguese Finance Minister Fernando Teixeira dos Santos is 
pictured. Debt-stricken Portugal, negotiating a massive bailout 
with the EU and IMF, said Friday it had made progress in reduc¬ 
ing its public deficit, a key measure of the country’s financial 
health. 

billion euros in debt by June cue loans agreed by then if it 
15 and most analysts believe is to make the payment and so 
it must have the EU-IMF res- avoid default. □ 


Irish economy making ‘good progress’ 



Ajai Chopra (R), Deputy Director of the European Department 
of the IMF, listens as Istvan Pal Szekely (L), Director of the DG 
Economic and Financial Affairs at the European Commission, 
speaks during a press conference in Dublin. Bailed-out Ireland is 
making “good progress” on reducing its deficit and overcoming 
its economic crisis but “challenges remain,” European authorities 
and the IMF said. 


By Andrew Bushe 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN - Bailed-out Ireland 
is making “good progress” on 
reducing its deficit and over¬ 
coming its economic crisis but 
“challenges remain,” Euro¬ 
pean authorities and the IMF 
said Friday. 

The positive assessment came 


on the day Moody’s cut Ire¬ 
land’s credit rating, putting it 
just about junk status because 
of an “expected decline” in 
government finances that it 
predicted would hold back re¬ 
covery. 

The International Monetary 
Fund, the European Central 
Bank and the European Com¬ 


mission were more positive 
after their first quarterly re¬ 
view of Dublin’s recovery 
economic program. 

“Ireland is making good prog¬ 
ress in overcoming the worst 
economic crisis in its recent 
history,” they said. 

The program was “on track 
but challenges remain and 
steadfast policy implementa¬ 
tion will be key,” they added 
in a statement. 

The IMF and EU hailed the 
bank reform plan announced 
on March 31 as a “major step” 
to bringing the sector back to 
health. “The credibility of the 
exercise has been reflected 
in positive market reaction,” 
they noted. 

Finance Minister Michael 
Noonan said the team from 
the IMF and the European 
authorities was pleased with 
Ireland’s progress. 

“There was agreement by the 
agencies that we are fully in 
line with the program at the 
end of the first quarter. That’s 
very satisfactory from our 
point of view,” he said.Q 


Bratz lawsuit takes toll on Mattel profit 



Mattel’s Hot Wheels car from the Larry’s Garage Series is shown 
in Portland, Ore. Sales of Barbie and other dolls helped Mattel’s 
revenue rise 8 percent during the first quarter. 


By MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Sales of 
Barbie helped Mattel Inc.’s 
revenue rise 8 percent during 
the first quarter. But higher 
costs for its lawsuit over the 
Bratz dolls and other expenses 
sent net income down 33 
percent. 

Still, results for the quarter, 
which is a small one for toy 
makers because it follows the 
crucial holiday quarter, were 
higher than analysts expected. 


Shares rose 5 percent to a 52- 
week high in morning trading. 
“The first quarter is a bit like 
spring training, and for a 
business like ours, what is key 
in the early part of the year is 
preparing the business for the 
year ahead,” said CEO Bob 
Eckert. 

Mattel, the largest U.S. 
toymaker, is gearing up for a 
heavy movie tie-in summer, 
with toy lines tied into Disney/ 
Pixar’s “Cars 2” due out June 
24 and “Green Lantern,” 


Warner Brothers’ new superhero 
franchise out June 17. 

Expectations are particularly high 
for “Cars 2” because the “Cars” line 
has been a strong seller for Mattel 
despite having no new movie since 
the original in 2006. 

“Cars 2” action figures and new 
track sets are expected to be on toy 
shelves in mid-May. 

In the first quarter, net income fell 
to $16.6 million, or 5 cents per 
share, from $24.8 million, or 7 
cents per share, last year. Analysts 
expected earnings of 4 cents per 
share, according to FactSet. 
Revenue rose 8 percent to $951.9 
million from $880.1 million. That 
beat analyst predictions of $905.1 
million. Sales rose 7 percent in the 
U.S. and 10 percent internationally. 
Barbie remained a bright spot for 
Mattel, with revenue up 14 percent 
during the quarter, the iconic doll’s 
sixth consecutive quarter of sales 
growth. 

Dolls in general did well, with 
Monster High, Disney Princesses 
and American Girl all gaining. 

Hot Wheels rose 6 percent. Fisher- 
Price revenue fell 2 percent after 
Mattel’s license to make Sesame 


Street toys ended at the end of last 
year and competitor Hasbro picked 
it up. 

Higher revenue was offset by higher 
expenses, however, including 
$18.2 million in costs related to the 
latest lawsuit in its six-year legal 
battle with Bratz maker MGA. 

A jury is currently deliberating on a 
federal copyright infringement and 
trade secrets lawsuit against MGA, 
related to rightful ownership of the 
pouty-lipped Bratz dolls. MGA has 
countersued. 

Toy makers are facing higher costs 
for commodities such as resin and 
rising fuel prices. Mattel raised 
its prices on April 1 in the high 
single-digit percentage range to 
offset higher costs. Eckert said 
retailers have been “reasonable” 
about the increase. Separately, the 
El Segundo, Calif.-based company 
issued a quarterly dividend of 
23 cents, payable on June 17 to 
shareholders of record as of May 
25. 

On Thursday, Mattel’s chief rival 
Hasbro Inc. said its first-quarter 
net income fell 71 percent while 
revenue was nearly flat at $672 
million. □ 


Feds say underlying 
inflation still low 

By Jonathan Spicer 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - The Consumer Price Index data for March was 
“in line with low underlying inflation,” a top U.S. Federal Re¬ 
serve official said on Friday, adding it is too early to determine 
whether commodity price spikes are playing a role. 

Chicago Federal Reserve Bank President Charles Evans, a vot¬ 
er on the Fed’s policy-setting committee, said strong monetary 
accommodation remains necessary as the U.S. economy im¬ 
proves, and it’s unlikely he will push for tighter policy this year. 
The core CPI rose 1.2 percent year over year, and data earlier on 
Friday showed underlying prices in March remained contained. 
The mild rise could be taken as vindication for central bank of¬ 
ficials who have viewed the recent energy price spike as having 
a temporary effect on inflation. 

“As long as core inflation year over year is 1.5 percent or low¬ 
er, I’d be surprised if I’m advocating a tightening in policy” in 
2011, Evans told reporters on the sidelines of the annual Hyman 
P. Minsky conference here. 

“At the moment I think that what’s going on with food, en¬ 
ergy and commodity prices is a relative price adjustment due 
to stronger global demand around the world, and some one-off 
supply effects” he added. 

“Those are one-off or transitory effects and it’s much too early 
to say that they’ve got embedded in underlying inflation.” 

After the 2008 financial crisis, the Fed undertook unprecedent¬ 
ed emergency lending measures to rescue the U.S. economy 
from its worst slump in decades, cutting short-term rates to near 



U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke (L) stands beside 
Atlanta Federal Chief Executive Officer Dennis Lockhart after 
his speech at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 2011 Financial 
Markets Conference in Stone Mountain, Georgia. 

zero in late 2008 and buying nearly $2 trillion in bonds. 

Though the economic recovery is gathering steam, rising com¬ 
modity prices are stirring up anxiety about inflation around the 
world and throwing into question how and when the Fed will 
begin to tighten monetary policy. 

Recent comments by Fed officials suggest pressure is building 
from within to tighten financial conditions, though inflation re¬ 
mains below the Fed’s 2.0-percent target and employment re¬ 
mains high at 8.8 percent. 

The Fed appears intent on completing its latest, $600 billion 
“quantitative easing” program, known as QE2. 

“I now am more comfortable with the idea that $600 billion is a 
good sized program, and it could well be the case that that pro¬ 
gram will end in June as we originally announced,” said Evans, 
whose views are usually in line with Fed Chairman Ben Ber¬ 
nanke and other core members of the policy-setting meeting. 
Inflation is not yet at a “tipping point,” he said.Q 
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Another finalist booted 
on ‘American Idol’ 


Television review: 


HBO’s ‘Cinema Verite 


By Tim Goodman 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - The absolute first thing most 
people will think after watching film, “Cinema 
Verite,” is that they need to put the landmark 
PBS documentary and godfather of the real¬ 
ity genre, “An American Family,” at the top of 
their NetFlix queue. 

Don’t bother. You can’t rent it. 

And therein lies what has to be the strangest 
twist to the HBO film that tries to tell the sto¬ 
ry of what happened when an American fam¬ 
ily - which appears to have thought, at least in 
passing, that they were in some way the perfect, 
not just typical, American family - allows a TV 
crew inside their lives. 

These days, that’s about three quarters of the 
television landscape. Reality television is not 
just ubiquitous on American television; it has 
pervaded the culture in such a way and in such 
a prolonged form that it’s now a parody of it¬ 
self. People go on television not for their 15 
minutes of fame, but to turn those 15 into their 
very own separate 30 minute reality series that 
may lead to additional media attention, perhaps 
a magazine feature - or cover! - and even some 
products to sell. It’s cynical, predictable and 
enormously successful. 

But back in the early 1970s, reality television 
as we know it didn’t exist. Then a documentary 
filmmaker, Craig Gilbert (James Gandolfini), 
had a majestic idea to smash the idealized tele- 

In new TV show 



Cast members Diane Lane and James Gandol¬ 
fini laugh during the Los Angeles Premiere of 
HBO Films’ “Cinema Verite” at Paramount 
Pictures Studio in Los Angeles. 

vision world of “The Partridge Family,” “The 
Brady Bunch” and others by showing a real 
American family living their lives in front of 
the camera. In Santa Barbara, he found the 
Loud family, who agreed to have the curtain 
pulled back on their ostensibly idyllic subur¬ 
ban life. And television would never be the 
same again. 

In 1971, Gilbert and his principal crew of Alan 
and Susan Raymond (Patrick Fugit, Shanna 
Collins) started to roll tape after Gilbert con¬ 
vinced a very skeptical WNET to help fund 
the documentary for PBS. “Cinema Verite” 
posits that Pat Loud (Diane Lane) believed 
Gilbert’s hype that her family was, in theory, 
perfect for television.^ 


Paris Hilton ready to show real self 



Paris Hilton (R) and her mother Kathy Hilton attend the Oxygen 
panel for the television series “The World According to Paris” 
during the Television Critics Association summer press tour in 
Pasadena, California 



Paul McDonald performs in 
front of the judges on the sing¬ 
ing competition series, ‘Ameri¬ 
can Idol,’ in Los Angeles. 

By DERRIK J. LANG 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Paul Mc¬ 
Donald kept grinning despite 
being gouged on “American 
Idol.’’The smiley singer-song- 
writer from Nashville, Tenn., 
was revealed to have received 
the fewest viewer votes on the 
Fox talent contest Thursday 
after kicking off Wednesday’s 
film-themed performances 
with Bob Seger’s “Old Time 
Rock and Roll” from “Risky 
Business.” Jennifer Lopez re¬ 
quested the 26-year-old sing 
Rod Stewart’s “Maggie May” 
as his swan song, and he hap¬ 
pily obliged. 

“C’mon, man, let’s not get 
sad about this,” he said after 
his dismissal. 

McDonald was joined in the 
bottom three by Stefano Lan- 
gone, the smooth 21-year- 


old singer from Kent, Wash., 
who powered through Boyz II 
Men’s “End of the Road” from 
“Boomerang,” and Haley Re¬ 
inhart, the bluesy 20-year-old 
college student from Wheel¬ 
ing, Ill., who growled Blond- 
ie’s “Call Me” from “Ameri¬ 
can Gigolo.” 

Before the elimination, the 
eight finalists teamed up for 
various performances. This 
season’s youngest remaining 
singers, 17-year-old Scotty 
McCreery and 16-year-old 
Lauren Alaina, dueted on 
Lady Antebellum’s “Ameri¬ 
can Honey,” and Reinhart 
joined Casey Abrams, the 
20-year-old film camp coun¬ 
selor of Idyllwild, Calif., for 
the jazz standard “Moanin’.” 
“They sound like they’ve 
been doing it all their lives,” 
said “Idol” judge Lopez. 
McDonald joined Langone, 
23-year-old spa concierge Ja¬ 
cob Lusk of Compton, Calif., 
and 22-year-old rocker James 
Durbin of Santa Cruz, Calif., 
for Simon and Garfunkel’s 
“The Sound of Silence” and 
“Mrs. Robinson.” Rihanna 
also crooned “California King 
Bed,” and first season “Idol” 
champ Kelly Clarkson per¬ 
formed her duet “Don’t You 
Wanna Stay” with Jason Al- 
dean. 

McDonald, the offbeat vocal¬ 
ist who waltzed through the 
competition with his signa¬ 
ture bright smile, raspy tone 
and wacky dance moves.Q 


By Jill Serjeant 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - You’ve 
seen her on the red carpet, 
famously walking out of jail, 
and working on a farm in 
“The Simple Life”. 

But now Paris Hilton says she 
is showing a side of herself 
on television that fans have 
never seen before the down 
to earth, funny, relatable girl 
who nevertheless has a multi¬ 
million business based on be¬ 
ing famous for being famous. 
“On ‘The Simple Life’, I was 
playing a character. Now 
people will get to see my real 
world, my friends, my house, 
my business,” Hilton said on 
Friday. “I would never have 
done a show like this five, 
ten years ago. I wasn’t really 
comfortable with myself. I 
have been through so much. I 
have nothing to hide. It’s like, 
what else can happen? I was 
ready to show myself,” she 


told TV journalists. 

“The World According to Par¬ 
is” debuts on the U.S. cable 
channel Oxygen in June, and 
follows Hilton, her mother 
Kathy Hilton, and friends in¬ 
cluding Brooke Mueller, the 
third ex-wife of actor Charlie 
Sheen. Hilton, 30, the great- 


granddaughter of Hilton ho¬ 
tels founder Conrad Hilton, 
has rarely been out of the 
headlines in the last 10 years. 
She got her hands dirty with 
friend Nicole Richie in “The 
Simple Life” from 2003-2007, 
and searched for a best friend 
in a 2008 reality TV series.Q 
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■JOLLY PIRATES' 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Wills-and-Kate movie: 

So bad it’ll be cult classic 

low-budget, rushed-to-com- 
pletion movie is getting plen¬ 
ty of attention in Britain, for 
all the wrong reasons. 

“So bad it’s awful, toe-curl- 
ingly, teeth-furringly, pillow- 
bitingly ghastly,” was the ver¬ 
dict Friday in The Guardian 
newspaper, which concluded 
the flick was probably des¬ 
tined to be a smash. The mov¬ 
ie chronicles the university 
romance of Prince William 
and Kate Middleton, who in 
real life met and fell in love 
while studying art history at 
the University of St. Andrews 
in Scotland. Airing in Britain 
and the United States before 
the April 29 royal wedding 
in London, it was directed by 
Mark Rosman and produced 
in the five months since the 
couple announced their en¬ 
gagement last November.Q 

Miley Cyrus says her 
family is fine 

By MARCELAISAZA 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Miley 
Cyrus says she feels more at 
ease heading out on an inter¬ 
national tour now that things 
are fine on the home front. 

Earlier this year, her parents, 

Billy Ray and Tish Cyrus, 
were getting a divorce, and 
her father was critical of his 
daughter’s behavior. But the 
Cyruses recently called of 
their divorce and the family is 
spending time together. 

“I think it’s good, especially 
when you go on the road. You 
have to make sure everyone is 
happy before you start travel¬ 
ing, you’re away. My family 
is good.Q 



Actress Miley Cyrus accepts 
the award for ‘Favorite Movie 
Actress’ at Nickelodeon’s 24th 
Annual Kids’ Choice Awards 
in Los Angeles. Cyrus says 
she feels more at ease heading 
out on an international tour 
now that things are fine on the 
home front. 



A woman looks into a shop 
window in London displaying 
souvenirs of the wedding of 
Prince William and Kate 
Middleton. Prince William and 
Kate Middleton are to marry at 
Westminster Abbey in London 

By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON - Critics say a new 
made-for-TV, Wills-and-Kate 
movie is so bad it may end up 
being a cult classic. 

“William and Kate: The Mov¬ 
ie” treats the Windsor dynasty 
as daytime soap opera. The 


Sheen toasts deceased man’s ashes onstage 


By CHARMAINE NORO 
Associated Press 
TORONTO - Following 
his streak of bizarre antics, 
Charlie Sheen closed his first 
Canadian tour stop by toast¬ 
ing the ashes of an audience 
member’s dead husband. 
After an hour of frenetic 
conversation between Sheen 
and comedian Russell Peters 
during the actor’s “My Vio¬ 
lent Torpedo of Truth” show, 
Sheen called out to the audi¬ 
ence for a woman whose hus¬ 
band had died two years ago 
to come onstage. Sheen said 
he read about her in a news¬ 
paper article. 

The otherwise raucous audi¬ 
ence in Toronto’s Massey Hall 
fell silent as Wendy Newman 
took to the stage, clad all in 
black and carrying a ves¬ 
sel. Newman told the show- 
goers that her husband died 
of a heart attack and the only 



Actor Charlie Sheen waves to 
fans as he leaves the Chicago 
Theatre in Chicago. 


way she got through her dif¬ 
ficult period was by watching 
DVDs of Sheen’s former sit¬ 
com “Two and A Half Men.” 
When she learned the celeb¬ 
rity was coming to her home 
city, she snapped up tickets. 
She then posted a message 
on Sheen’s Facebook page 


asking if she could bring her 
husband’s ashes to the show 
and have Sheen raise a glass 
in honor of her husband of 
19 years. And he did. Well, 
a glass of non-alcoholic ci¬ 
der, according to Peters, since 
Sheen has said he’s put an end 
to his drinking or drug use. 

“I think I can now send you 
off, Charlie Sheen is here 
now,” said Newman after she 
gave a brief eulogy of her hus¬ 
band. 

And then, strangely, the show 
abruptly ended, followed by 
an incomprehensible video of 
Snoop Dogg rapping, leaving 
the audience confused and un¬ 
sure if it was really over. 
“What the hell was that?” 
said audience member Dale 
Manudoc, 25. “I didn’t know 
what was going on during 
that whole show and then it 
just ends like that? What the 
hell?”Q 


Kathleen Turner gets ‘High’ 
as a nun on Broadway 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Kathleen 
Turner is as confused as any¬ 
one about the heavenly detour 
her roles have taken lately. 
She’s making her first appear¬ 
ance as a Roman Catholic nun 
when the play “High” opens 
this month on Broadway. 
And, in a divine bit of coinci¬ 
dence, the actress best known 
for “Body Heat” and “Ro¬ 
mancing the Stone” also stars 
as a suburban mom striving to 
be named Catholic Woman of 
the Year in a new film open¬ 
ing at the same time at the 
Tribeca Film Festival. 



-m. _ 


Actress Kathleen Turner poses 
for a portrait at the Booth 
Theatre in New York. Turner 
portrays Sister Jamison 
Connelly in the Broadway 
production ‘High. 


“For some reason this year it’s 
my year of Catholicism. Who 
knew?” says the 56-year- 
old actress in her rose-filled 
dressing room at the Booth 
Theater where she’s putting 
the finishing touches on Mat¬ 
thew Lombardo’s play. 

“I must confess that I don’t 
believe in any organized reli¬ 
gion,” she says. “I happen to 
think that they’re all men put¬ 
ting words in God’s mouth. 
That doesn’t work for me, but 
I certainly believe in belief 
and faith.”The first of back- 
to-back devout Catholic roles 
has Turner playing Sister 
Jamison Connelly.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 4/ 16 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 



(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


ACROSS 

1 One of the 
Three Bears 

5 _ with; 
supported 

10 Male deer 

14 Frosts, as a 
cake 

15 Large hoisting 
machine 

16 Faith, _ and 
charity 

17 Ginger cookie 

18 Raised strip, as 
of plowed land 

19 Prestigious 
British school 

20 Boring 

22 Burst inward 

24 Curved bone 

25 One part that 
fits into another 

26 Artist’s stand 

29 1/4 and 3/4 

30 Shish meat 
on a skewer 

34 Drinks like Fido 

35 Speedometer 
letters 

36 Search for food 

37 you nuts?” 

38 Entourage 

40 Paper sack 

41 1 of 2 throat 
lymph tissues 

43 Item in a bread 
basket 

44 Dole out 

45 Stopped 

46 Metal can 

47 _ mignon; 
steak choice 

48 Deserve 

50 Singer Damone 

51 _ in; wearing 

54 Go back 

58 Swiss capital 

59 Hate 

61 Hawaiian island 

62 Region 

63 Iran’s dollars 

64 Actor _ Pitt 

65 Bleachers level 

66 Fashion 

67 Lawn trees 

DOWN 

1 Fine spray 


2 Pimples 

3 Anthropologist 
Margaret _ 

4 Is ambitious 

5 Scour 

6 Part of the eye 

7 Papa 

8 Locomotive 

9 _ appropriate; 
considers fit 

10 Animal 
sanctuary 

11 Dorothy’s dog 

12 Like peas in_ 

13 Trait carrier 

21 Cake ingredient 
23 Tea variety 

25 Block; impede 

26 Thrill 

27 Burr or Spelling 

28 Use up 

29 _ for; choose 

31 Biblical tower 

32 Fine-grained 
quartz 

33 Sire children 

35 Torme or Allen 

36 Merrymaking 
38 Passenger 


39 Religious sister 
42 College 
conference 
44 Germ 

46 Choice morsel 
of food 

47 Small fruit 

49 Brings up 

50 Part of a song 


51 Blind as _ 

52 Garr or Hatcher 

53 Maple or cedar 

54 _ with the 
punches 

55 Actor Holliman 

56 Farce 

57 Lather 

60 Dobbin’s dinner 
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Special 
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Facial 340 
Call now 

7-17-14M 'sewxis apa, 
serious work. 
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For Rent 

Summer vacation special anjba 
beach dub & mere April- Sept. 
*>: 15 Apnl 16-23] 
wk 17 April 2-3 - -30 
unbfl M A3 aug. 13 - 2D 
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__ _ uj j iu 
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cwnar. Wk 2D La Ca&ana Ibr. 
May 12 rm 225c. WK 25 
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25 Playa Linda Sludie June H y 
Need offers 50&-5&1-HH6- 
e-mail:rm«wnw®aol.com 

____'..1SPMM 

Relaxing 

Massage 

Professional ejfpenenoe in 
ewedich massage, sport 
massage, reflexology and 
acfy&a = massage. Hotel oral 
home service, senous *orfc 7 
days a week 
Call: 74M2T5 

l&ibte 


For Sale 

At Casa del Mar 
Presidential 2 bdr ) 2bath 
wk39 - 1411 $G3DQ 
wk41 - 1505 59000 
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mu: r felhyer@ac .com 
Tel: 1-B31 -360-16EJ5 
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Wk 35 La Cabana sludio 5.'27 
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Wk 35 uivi Duldi Villas sludio 
rm123 &27 $3700 all pius 
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rmwjmw^Bol.GDm phene: Hifr- 
051-0010 rentals considered. 
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fimeshare for sale by owner. 
Royal holiday valuations lOo 
plus properties including 
Paradise VUera, Aruba, Mexico 
.Punta Cana, Dominican plus 
ship, pick yourwk, selling 
be la* markel 
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For Sale 

At Casa del Mar Resort 

2 bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4fch floor ocean 
view wk 14+15 
$27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuFf@charler.net 
Phone. HI0629313B USA 
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Data from NASA’s sky-mapping telescope released 


By ALICIA CHANG 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - NASA 
has released a trove of data 
from its sky-mapping mis¬ 
sion, allowing scientists and 
anyone with access to the 
Internet to peruse millions of 
galaxies, stars, asteroids and 
other hard-to-see objects. 
Many of the targets in the ce¬ 
lestial catalog released online 
this week have been previ¬ 
ously observed, but there are 
significant new discoveries. 
The mission’s finds include 
more than 33,000 new aster¬ 
oids floating between Mars 
and Jupiter and 20 comets. 
NASA launched the Wide- 
field Infrared Survey Explor¬ 
er, which carried an infrared 
telescope, in December 2009 
to scan the cosmos in finer 
detail than previous mis¬ 
sions. The spacecraft, known 



In this undated image released 
by NASA taken by the WISE 
telescope showing a massive 
star plowing through space 
dust. The result is a brilliant 
bow shock, seen here as a 
yellow arc. 

as WISE, mapped the sky 1 
1/2 times during its 14-month 
mission, snapping more than 
2 1/2 million images from its 
polar orbit. 


The spacecraft’s ability to 
detect heat glow helps it find 
dusty, cold and distant ob¬ 
jects that are often invisible 
to regular telescopes. 

The batch of images made 
available represents a little 
over half of what’s been ob¬ 
served in the all-sky survey. 
The full cosmic census is 
scheduled for release next 
spring. 

“The spectacular new data 
just released remind us that 
we have many new neigh¬ 
bors,” said Pete Schultz, a 
space scientist at Brown Uni¬ 
versity, who had no role in 
the project. 

University of Alabama as¬ 
tronomer William Keel al¬ 
ready started mining the da¬ 
tabase for quasars compact, 
bright objects powered by 
super-massive black holes. 
“If I see a galaxy with high¬ 


ly ionized gas clouds in its 
outskirts and no infrared 
evidence of a hidden quasar, 
that’s a sign that the quasar 
has essentially shut down 
in the last 30,000 to 50,000 
years,” Keel said. 

WISE ran out of coolant in 
October, making it unable to 
chill its heat-sensitive instru¬ 
ments. 

So it spent its last few months 
searching for near-Earth 
asteroids and comets that 
should help scientists better 
calculate whether any are po¬ 
tentially threatening. 

The mission, managed by 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo¬ 
ratory, was hundreds of times 
more sensitive than its pre¬ 
decessor, the Infrared As¬ 
tronomical Satellite, which 
launched in 1983 and made 
the first all-sky map in infra¬ 
red wavelength.Q 
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Genetically modified food 

Half of European Union States unfavorable 



A vendor picks up corn at her stall in a market in 2009. Half 
of all European Union states see no benefit from genetically 
modified crops according to an internal survey, the European 
Commission. 


In California 

Fire-ravaged forest 
to be restored 



The Angeles National Forest near Los Angeles. Nearly two years 
after an arsonist ignited what became the largest fire in Los 
Angeles County history; officials are launching an effort to restore 
tens of thousands of acres in some of the most severely charred 
areas of the mountainous Angeles National Forest. 


BRUSSELS - Half of all Eu¬ 
ropean Union states see no 
benefit from genetically mod¬ 
ified crops according to an 
internal survey, the European 
Commission said Friday. 

The commission said 13 out 
of the 27 member states gave 
an unfavorable response to 
the impact of developing GM 
crops while others such as 


Italy did not give an opinion. 
A spokesman for EU health 
commissioner John Dalli 
voiced disappointment at the 
lack of detail, especially as 
the study was originally re¬ 
quested by states concerned at 
what they saw as a Commis¬ 
sion drive to open up the GM 
food market. 

The Commission is caught 


between strong popular oppo¬ 
sition to GM foods and pres¬ 
sure from major American 
GM producers such as Mon¬ 
santo who say that European 
bans on such products are ille¬ 
gal as they breach global trade 
rules. 

The Commission said it was 
“no surprise that the amount 
of statistically-relevant infor¬ 
mation on the ex-post socio¬ 
economic impacts of GMO 
cultivation is rather limited,” 
given that there are less than 
100,000 hectares of EU land 
under GM crops compared 
with 134 million hectares 
worldwide. 

EU states, mindful of popu¬ 
lar feeling on GM foods, are 
holding firm on the restric¬ 
tions despite a welter of ini¬ 
tiatives by the Commission 
to try and get some kind of 
workable legal framework in 
place that will protect it from 
legal challenge by companies 
such as Monsanto. 

The situation has become 
more complicated after a legal 
adviser to Europe’s top court 
dealt a huge blow to the anti- 
GM lobby last month, with a 
preliminary opinion that states 
broke EU law by halting GM 
crop cultivation without first 
seeking action centrally. 

Just two GM crops are cur¬ 
rently authorized on Euro¬ 
pean soil a maize strain for 
animal feed and a potato for 
paper-making. □ 


By NOAKI SCHWARTZ 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Nearly two 
years after an arsonist ignited 
what became the largest fire 
in Los Angeles County histo¬ 
ry, officials have launched an 
effort to restore tens of thou¬ 
sands of acres in some of the 
most severely charred areas 
of the mountainous Angeles 
National Forest. 

Against the backdrop of a 
rocky hillside of scrub, black¬ 
ened trees and pockets of 
new green, the National For¬ 
est Foundation and local and 
federal officials on Friday an¬ 
nounced a five-year effort to 
plant 3 million trees on 10,000 
acres, remove invasive plants 


and restore the habitat on an¬ 
other 40,000 acres in the Big 
Tujunga Canyon watershed. 
The National Forest Founda¬ 
tion said it plans to raise $5 
million toward the effort. 
Officials stressed the im¬ 
portance of preserving the 
national forest, particularly 
because of its location next 
to an urban environment like 
Los Angeles. 

“In short, these lands are 
America’s expanded back¬ 
yard and nowhere is that more 
true than the Los Angeles 
area,” said John Hendricks, 
chairman of the Forest Foun¬ 
dation. 

The 2009 Station Fire 
scorched about 161,000 acres, 
destroyed 89 homes and killed 
two firefighters. An estimated 
14,000 acres were burned to 
deforested conditions, and it 
is this area that is being tar¬ 
geted for tree planting. 

While setting aside the An¬ 
geles National Forest as a re¬ 
serve was important in 1892, 
said Tom Tidwell, chief of the 
U.S. Forest Service, preserv¬ 
ing that land is even more 
critical today. Q 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
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S to Beautiful Latina Girls 

We do men, Women & 
Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Pall. 5612598 
Udll- 5617819 



PURE & SENSUAL 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 
■ Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 


CALL 

ANYTIME 
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MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 



565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 



IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 
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565-9533 



Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 


_arubae scorts@hot mail.coi 

24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 


Massage Service | 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


• We Guarantee 
• Quality, Service & Reliability 
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Peru: Garcia destaca candidates planteen estabilidad economica 


PERU (AP) - El presidente Alan Garda 
saludo el viemes que Ollanta Humala 
y Keiko Fujimori, los candidates de la 
segunda vuelta presidencial, muestren 
actitudes que reflejen su preocupa- 
cion por “salvaguardar” el crecimiento 
economico del pais. 

“Nos felicitamos que los dos candida¬ 
tes en campana nos hablen de gestio- 
nes prudentes, de gestiones que sal- 
vaguarden lo que el Pern ha logrado 
en tantos anos y profundicen el creci¬ 
miento y el empleo”, afirmo Garcia en 
una actividad publica. 

Mas tarde dijo a periodistas que 
Humala y Keiko, hija del ex presidente 
Alberto Fujimori, “estan escuchando 
voces distintas” en alusion a las reunio- 


nes que sostienen con otros candidatos, 
que obtuvieron votaciones menores el 
domingo ultimo, en busqueda de alian- 
zas con miras a la segunda ronda el 5 
de junio. 

Humala obtuvo el 31,7% y Keiko el 
23,5%, mientras que el economista 
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski consiguio 
el 18,5% el ex presidente Alejandro 
Toledo el 15,6% y el ex alcalde de 
Lima, Luis Castaneda, el 9,8%. 

“Ojala haya una coincidencia en tomo 
a la estabilidad (economica)... (Humala 
y Keiko) buscan coincidencias con el 
gran sector que se quedo sin candidate, 
casi el 50% de la poblacion”, senate 
Garcia. 

Garcia comento que “creo que la in- 


mensa mayoria del pais quiere correc- 
ciones, profundizaciones en algunos 
temas pero saben que sin mercados 
intemacionales, sin alianzas con otros 
paises, sin inversion... el pais se deten- 
dria”. 

Humala propone un gobierno con una 
fuerte participation del estado en la 
economia y otros sectores que con- 
sidera estrategicos para el desarrollo 
nacional, lo que despierta temores en 
los inversionistas intemacionales. 
Fujimori, una amiga del libre mercado, 
genera rechazo por el gobiemo auto- 
ritario de su padre, recordado por la 
corruption, violaciones a los derechos 
humanos, y coaccion de la prensa. 
Garcia pidio tranquilidad a los inver¬ 


sionistas ante un clima electoral que 
ha generado inestabilidad en la bolsa 
de valores pemana y en el mercado 
del tipo de cambio tras los comicios 
del domingo. La bolsa subio 3,5% el 
viernes, mientras que la moneda local 
bajo 0,04% comparada con el jueves. 
El mandatario tambien descarto el vi¬ 
emes que en su agenda se encuentre 
la option de otorgar un indulto presi¬ 
dencial al encarcelado ex presidente 
Fujimori, quien cumple una pena de 
25 anos de carcel por violation de los 
derechos humanos. 

“Jamas me ha sido planteada ni ha es¬ 
tado en mi agenda”, afirmo a period¬ 
istas. Humala o Fujimori sucedera a 
Garcia desde el 28 de julio proximo.□ 


lx presidente Lula recibe premio en Espaiia 


BRASIL (AP) - El ex presidente brasileno Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva recibio el viemes un premio 
en la ciudad suroccidental espanola de Cadiz, en 
reconocimiento a su labor para combatir la pobre- 
za, y a su liderazgo al frente de la economia mas 
poderosa de America Latina. 

La alcaldesa de Cadiz, Teofila Martinez, re¬ 
cibio a Lula en el palacio que alberga la Casa de 
Iberoamerica, a fin de conferirle el tercer premio 
Libertad Cortes de Cadiz, que consta de una bolsa 
de 18.000 euros (26.000 dolares). 

Martinez dijo que el gobierno de su ciudad de- 
seaba destacar “el liderazgo (de Lula) en todo 
aquel continente”, y sus esfuerzos para demostrar 
que puede remediarse “el mal de la desigualdad”. 

Entre los ganadores anteriores del premio figura el 
ex presidente colombinao Alvaro Uribe y Adolfo 
Suarez ex presidente del gobiemo espanol, quien 
ayudo a abrir el camino de la democracia tras la 
dictadura de Francisco Franco, que se extendio de 
1939 a 1975.□ 



El ex presidente brasileno Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva recibe el premio “Libertad Cortes de Cadiz”, de manos de la 
alcaldesa de esa ciudad, Teofila Martinez, el viernes 15 de abril del 2011 (AP Foto/Gonzalo Hohr). 


95% de ninos dominicanos no tiene acceso a guarderias 


REPUBLICA DOMINICANA (AP) 
- Mas del 95% de los hijos de padres 
trabajadores no tienen acceso a guard¬ 
erias, infomte el jueves el ministerio 
de Trabaj o. 

De los 150.000 infantes que requieren 
cuidado durante las horas de trabajo, 
las estancias infantiles del Estado alo- 
jan a menos de 7.000. 

El ministro de Trabajo, Max Puig, re- 
cordo que la ley de seguridad social 
establecio en el 2001 que los ninos 
menores de cinco anos, cuyos padres 
coticen en el sistema de seguridad 


social, deberian tener acceso a las es¬ 
tancias infantiles donde recibirian cui¬ 
dado y alimentation. 

Tras 10 anos de entrada en vigencia de 
la norma, el estado solo ha abierto 24 
guarderias. 

La falta de guarderias incrementa las 
actividades y la explotacion para las 
mujeres que realizan labores remunera- 
das, indico la economista Carmen Julia 
Gomez, al presentar un estudio auspi- 
ciado por el ministerio del Trabajo 
y la Organization Intemacional del 
Trabaj o (OIT) sobre la falta de politi- 


cas para conciliar el empleo y las ac¬ 
tividades familiares. 

Segun el estudio, el numero de mujeres 
que son jefas de hogar en Republica 
Dominicana se incremento de 27,8% 
en el 2002 a 35,2% al concluir la deca- 
da pasada. 

La investigation detalla la falta de 
leyes para igualar las responsabili- 
dades hogarenas entre hombres y mu¬ 
jeres, asi como programas de respon- 
sabilidad social de las empresas y de 
la administration publica para que sus 
empleados cumplan sus roles famili¬ 
ares. 


Gomez destaco que el 41% de las mu¬ 
jeres trabaj adoras labora en las zonas 
francas, en el comercio y en el sector 
hotelero, “donde la baja calificacion de 
la mano de obra se traduce en baja re¬ 
muneration”, asi como en largas joma- 
das laborales y poca flexibilidad para 
atender asuntos familiares. 

Segun estadisticas del ministerio de 
Trabajo, de las jefas de hogar que ob- 
tienen salarios o ingresos de forma 
regular, el 71,79% percibe menos de 
264 dolares mensuales, mientras la ca¬ 
nasta basica cuesta 275 dolares. □ 
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CHATEAU BR1AND 

+ PITCHER SANGRIA 


Served with fresh vegetables, corn on the cob and your choice of French fries, rice, 

baked potato or pan fried potatoes. 

Prepared on our authentic Argentina Parilla Grill by our award winning chef! 

In short a complete exclusive Tango Restaurant experience for only $ 49.50 per two persons! 

We warmly welcome you to Tango Restaurant located at Arawak Gardens! 

For reservations please call 586 8600 or send an email to tango@arubawineanddine.com. 

Prices are excluding 15% service charge and tax 


Located at Arawak Garden, High Rise Hotels 
J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 370 Noord, Aruba 
•Phone (297) 580 8600 * Fax (297) 586 8644 
tango®a rub a wine a nddme.com * www.tangoaruba.com 
Become a fan of Tango and visit us on Facebook’ 


Member of Aruba Wine & Dine 
www.«ubawlneanddlne.com 
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